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September 10th, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 9:10a.m. in the Mead board room by Jenean Hatlelid, co-president. All members were notified of the meeting and a quorum was present. A sign-in sheet is attached to these minutes.

The June BOD minutes were distributed and Kandace Baisler made the following motion:

Motion #1: I move that we approve the June BOD minutes as written.
The motion was seconded, there was no discussion, and it was carried unanimously with no abstentions. The minutes have been filed for audit.

Yearbook

Theresa Ramsdell shared with the board the plan to allow parents to pre-order the year books at a discount rate. She is also planning on taking pictures of Mead volunteers at Mead’s welcome back fiesta night. The pictures will be used to make volunteer badges.


Legislative

Julie Wright has the legislative issue surveys ready to distribute at curriculum night. There will also be a link up on Parent Organizer. She has asked us to encourage the teacher to take the survey too.

Emergency Preparedness

Eric Jarvi emphasized the importance of continuing to maintain and secure the Mead storage shed. Amy Hernandez currently has the file with the shed inventory list. 
Eric is in the process of looking for an economical program that will help Mead set up a mass notification system. For now an email list will be put together with help from Theresa Ramsdell. Carlene Camera has offered to help manage it. Parents will have the opportunity to opt out if they wish to do so. 
Vice Principal, Linda Dauer, may have a safe place to store a ham radio. Linda is waiting for feedback from the teachers in regard to what supplies they need to replenish their emergency backpacks. She will report back and let the board know if there is anything we can help with. There was a brief discussion about possibly creating a position under Emergency Preparedness that could assist with restocking the back packs.
Linda also has spoken with Sammamish Fire Rescue to clarify their role and Mead’s role in conducting various safety drills.  The school is working on how to maintain a community in an emergency situation.( i.e. food, medical care)
Ways and Means

Amy Zebala announced that people can sign up for PACE Sept. 12-29. Children will earn prizes based on how many people they get to sign up. The board wondered if PACE could offer little tokens of thanks to those who resign for this school year. She will take the question back to the PACE representative.
Treasury

Haven Scholz, our treasurer, submitted the financial report, which is attached to these minutes. Present at the meeting were all the necessary financial records and documentation. The checking account balance is $999.80 . There is $14,144.85 in the liquid CD and we have $3,139.61 in savings. Our total assets equal $18,284.26.
Principal Report

Shawna Rathus stated that the teachers are preparing for curriculum night. The staff is still working through some challenges like the large 5th grade classes and the grade 2/3 split. Staff decisions will be resolved by curriculum night.

All the plateau schools are struggling with the problem of vandalism. Shawna has met with the police. She was told that Sammamish does not have the manpower to add extra surveillance, although they will spotlight the school campus at night on their regular patrols. Shawna was also encouraged to get parents and neighbors involved with watching over the school. Parents can drive through the lot on their way by at night and neighbors can watch and listen for suspicious activity. The idea of holding an assembly presented by Sammamish Police was proposed. The officers could take that opportunity to discuss vandalism and its consequences. They may also present a blockwatch plan for our school and neighborhood. 

Perhaps an officer could be available at our welcome back Fiesta Night to speak to parents. There could be photos of recent Mead vandalism at the event as well.
There is graffiti on a backstop behind the portables that needs to be painted over. Shawna is determining if someone from Mead can do it or if it has to be done through the school district.

Shawna is currently creating forums for children to speak with Shawna about issues they are concerned about and helping them come up with possible solutions.

In regard to getting the path from ESP to Mead paved, Shawna said that the city of Sammamish has it on the docket. It is part of a levy proposal, but the timeline for the path is unsure.
 Mead is working hard to help our children succeed. The school staff and administration cannot dictate math curriculum change. The district dictates the curriculum in our school. 

It is important for everyone to work together to support the staff in the curriculum that they have.

The classroom mold issue has been resolved and steps are being taken to ensure that is doesn’t happen again. Mats may be placed outside the classrooms to help grab dirt and such off of shoes and laying bark down in the courtyard areas may reduce the problem as well.

Teacher Update

Heidi Wilson is our teacher representative. She brought many thanks from the staff for the treats and goodies that were prepared for the staff the first week of school.

Mead Messenger

Carlene Camera reminded the board that Friday is the deadline for placing info in the messenger and there are still a few things missing.

The new school, Rachael Carson is having a “Baby Shower” to celebrate its first year. Mead PTSA previously agreed to give the school $252.52 as a gift.

I.A.’s are requesting a budget line item in the PTSA budget. They are asking for 15-20 new umbrellas and walkie talkies. Haven may be able to get some Wilson umbrellas at cost or even donated. The board will check with Eric Jarvi about new walkie talkie fixes and purchases to establish where we are in radio numbers. There may be storage unit money to allocate toward the purchases. Linda Dauer will verify the number of umbrellas needed.
Lili is putting together the council basket. It will be filled with Italian goodies. She will have it done by Oct.2. She has also organized the PTSA folders on the wall behind the office and they look great.

Reflections

The national PTSA art program is in need of a chair to facilitate it. The theme this year is WOW! There will be a meeting on Sept. 15th to get it organized. 

The Lake Washington School Board is holding a meeting on Sept. 22 at 7:00 in the district building. The legislature will be in attendance and it will be a chance for parents to come and asked and receive answers. It will also be broadcast on channel 26.

The storage off site storage unit is being cleaned out Sept. 12th at 9:00a.m. Board members are invited to help.

The fee for the welcome back fiesta night dinner will be increased this year. The exact amount is still undecided. PTSA is just trying to break even in costs this year. 

Heidi and Jenean are trying to sell advertising space in the directory to offset costs as the PTSA has done in the past.  They are asking for help in locating businesses that might be interested. Many who have participated before are not interested this year. $600 of advertising has been gathered, but more is needed. It was suggested that the board might sell smaller spots to parents who want to congratulate their 6th grader on graduation from Mead. Advertising opportunities could be sent out with the packets at the beginning of the year. 
There is a food drive being planned, but there is no date yet.

 As the board looks for nominating committee members, Cheryl Lewis has said that we can post something on PO stating what the position entails and to contact Pam Lustig or Megan Bean if you are interested in helping on the committee.

The meeting adjourned at 11:10a.m.

Submitted by 
Pam Lusitg, Co-Secretary

