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& Math Night is Coming!
Jo +64=

Back by popular demand, Meadds Fa
Thursday January 29 from 6:30-8:00 pm. Family Math Night in-
volves parents and children in problem solving, experimenting and discovering together. Families
learn fun math games and activities that they can do with their children in addition to new strategies
to help their children with math. Each child will be provided with the materials used at Family Math
Night so that they can take them home and continue playing the math games! We hope to see you
at Family Math Night 2009! A

Coffee & Conversation

Join Mrs. Rothaus for Coffee & Conversation
Friday, January 23 (10:30-11:30) Mead Library

Topic: Meadds Continuous | mpR@adnent Pl an fo
Ways out parents and PTSA can partner with us to help all students achieve at high levels

If there is a particular topic of interest that you would like to see added to our upcoming conversations,
please feel free to let Mrs. Rothaus know. A
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Welcome back and welcome 2009. » snowjama z

maybe not after 3 days but to have a white Christmas here is surely a
unique gift! | hope everyone had an amazing holiday that included a lot
of great quality family time and fun.

In December the Holiday gift Shoppe occurred and was again a great
success. We even ended up in the Sammamish review this year as they
documented all our fun. Thanks to Carlene Camera and Becky Kleink-
necht for pulling off another great event. Thank you to all that partici-
pated with this years giving tree. | am sure the Families that were helped
were amazed by Meadds generosity.

In December we started Popcorn Fridays. We were only able to do one

because of the weather but it was a huge success and will continue in the New Year. Popcorn
will be 25 cents a bag and will be sold during the lunch hour only. At this point the money is
being kept separate but will be use to beef up the PTSA scholarship fund to help those who
may not be able to afford say certain field trips. If you would like to help on Fridays please
contact Jenean Hatlelid, we start the popping at 10:30 and are finished about 12:45.

Al so if you havendédt been in the school |l ately a |
crosoft volunteers come in and help spruce up the place, check out the entrance, Spirit (our
Mascot) has been making tracks!

We will be holding a Family Math night on January 29 from 6:30 till 8:00 pm; please look for
information to come home or remember to always check the Parent organizer to keep up with
what is happening at Mead. Also a reminder that we will not be in school on January 19 in
remembrance of Martin Luther King Day.

February brings the schools talent show. Previews of talent will be right after school on Febru-
ary 12 with the performance being held February 26 at 7 pm. Remember applications need to
be turned into the office by January 30. Mid-winter break will be this year from Feb 16-18.

Looking ahead we did find chairs for Art Night. It will be held on March 26. We will also be
having a silent auction that night so if you have had your eye on the Mead parking spot, that is
the night to bid!!

At our last General membership meeting we voted in our nominating committee. This commit-
tee will be looking for people to nominate for up coming PTSA board position openings. If you
know of someone that would be a great addition please contact Deborah Gross.

Herebs to a happy New Year and not many snow days
Jenean Hatlelid

CO iPTSA President



MEAD MESSENGER

NEWS from WA STATE PTA Washington State

WSPTAOsSs Me mNeevr FOcus Day I ]H

in Olympia - Feb. 26, 2009! everychild. onevoice.

There will be big changes this year to our member-hosted, annual advocacy event in Olympia. This year

wedl | be out i n the operianogntimfe RallynQn ThefSteps!ttés tinkkdopbe d o | me
part of a visible change, and definitely not a time to leave it

up to someone else. This is your time to act with your

|
WSPTA! Margaret Mead would like to

The |l ong anticipated Dec. 060 send a strong showing of sup- repec
t he | e g iBasic Bduaatioe Fingnce Joint Task Force porters for this historic opportu-
(BEF) wi Il make 20096s Focus nity to improve

year we want the media, people of influence and everyone q help! If I
to know where WSPTA stands on their mandate. W_e neea your help: it you Wgu
like to attend Focus Day with

Register your RSVP today, and check the WSPTA Legis- other Mead parents, please con-
lation page for Focus Day updates and resources - http:// tact Julie Wright at

www.wastatepta.org/legislation.htm. - . .
julie.wright@7wrights.com

t he

The Rally features elected officials and guest speakers.

Advocacy partners for childr on \
join us too. Bracketing the Rally will be member activities

in the Columbia Room (basement of the Capitol Dome), where attendees may meet throughout the day.

OQur |l egislative Top 5 Issues determined at Legiis|l aj@i ve
our showing up in Olympia for a public conversation emphasizes the pivotal role members contribute to
their | egislatorés focus around the issues.

Mark your calendars for Thu. Feb. 26 for the 12:00-1:00 PM Rally -- please contact us with any questions
or suggestions you have for Focus Day. Thank you for sharing this day, and for all you do every day for
your children and communities.

Byron Shutz & Shelley Kloba, WSPTA Focus Day Co-Chairs 2008-09; bcshutz@comcast.net shel-
ley@kloba.com; http://www.wastatepta.org/legislation.htm.

| t s Basi c: First vou have to def. It

Washingtondéds system to pay for schools is broken. y | @
like salaries and utilities. But across Washington, districts face severe financial shortfalls and some may

become insolvent. The state is underfunding K-12 education, primarily by not covering actual staffing costs

and not keeping up with inflation.

Continued next page
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|l tés Basic continued from Previous Page

Consider: Experts hired by the Washington Learns committee recommend 71 certified instructors for

every 1,000 students; the state funds 46 per 1, Cal

the help they need. So districts hire more teachers and pay for them with local funds. Statewide, local
funds pay for 22 percent of our teaching corps.*

Then there are non-employee costs, like utilities. In 2006-07, districts spent $259 million on utilities. The
state paid $118 million.

So the question is: How much do schools really cost? To answer that, the Basic Education Finance Task
Force Ta group of state and education representatives charged with making sure schools get enough

money T first has to define what we need to pay for. What skills do employers expect? What standards do
colleges stipulate? How do we prepare kids for life and career, and what infrastructure does that require?

The Legislature hasndét addressed this iysusguysihave 30 ear
argued for tougher graduation requirements, better diagnostic assessment, stronger math and science

curriculum, and more funding for facilities. The PTA position is we need to make schools better for all stu-

dents. And when the state only pays to replace textbooks every 18 years, and only pays for five hours of

the average six-hour school day, we needtore-e val uat e t he statebs definiti n of

Over the summer, a number of groups testified before the task force, discussing everything from account-
ability to collective bargaining. The Washington PTA was there, too, laying out our positions, asking the
state to match financing to expectations, and reminding them: Kids first. Members of the task force have
since written or sponsored preliminary proposals. Some want fundamental overhaul, such as changing
the way teachers are certified or evaluated; others just want enough state funds to cover what districts
have cobbled together. The task force is meeting weekly and is seeking public input, By mid-December it
will send a report to the state Legislature. What happens after that depends on all of us.

We need to ask ourselves: What do our kids need? What reforms are essential and doable? And we need
to ask our representatives in Olympia: Why is our current system unstable? Our schools are financially at

risk and we have high drop out rates. Will the proposed changes fix the problem? We as a community
needto speak up  and make sure that the Legislature plans and budgets for what kids really need.

id t 6 s iBaacanipaigh of the state PTA. Our goal: Make sure Washington kids have stable,
secure and sufficient funding for basic education. Campaign materials are posted

at www.wastatepta.org/leg/funding.htm. *All budget information in this article comes from fiqures
provided by the Office of the Superintendent for Public Instruction.

How to get involved -Send comments on the proposals to: bef@wsipp.wa.gov; Contact your legisla-

tor: http://capwiz.com/npta2/wa/home/ Read a summary of proposals: http://www.wastatepta.org/lea/
FUNDING _COMMITTEE/BEF proposal_sum.pdf

Read the full proposals or get background info: http://www.leg.wa.gov/joint/committees/bef/; Review WSPTA
testimony: http://www.wastatepta.org/leg/BEF_July 2008.pdf ; Learn more about Washington State school fund-
ing: www.fundingwaschools.org A

Continued next page
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WSPTSA News from Previous Page

PTA Men: Partners in Making a Difference Essay Contest
Sponsored this year by the Seattle Mariners!

To recognize the importance of male role models in children's lives, The Washington State PTA is con-
ducting its annual PTA Men's Essay Contest, which is open to all K-12 students throughout the state of
Washington.

Students are invited to submit essays describing the importance of a male role model--a father, grandfa-
ther, uncle, brother, step-father, teacher, mentor, pastor/priest, coach or friend. The deadline for submit-
ting essays is February 1, 2009. Entries will be judged on content, style and appropriate use of conven-
tions according to the Washington Essential Learning Requirements for writing. Prizes will be awarded
on the regional and state level in each of four grade groups: K-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12. One statewide winner
will be selected in each age group, and those students will be recognized at Washington State PTA's
annual convention the first weekend of May, 2009. The Seattle Mariners will present each statewide
winner with 4 VIP tickets to a Mariners' home game during the 2009 baseball season. For more informa-
tion, go to www.wastatepta.org/programs/PTAmen.htm. A

Get Ready for the Talent Show!

Can you juggle, dance, play piano, sing, do magic, act? Find YOUR talent and join us immediately after
school on February 12 to preview your talent. The final performance will be held on February 26 at 7 pm in
our gym. Here is a list of rules each participate will be asked to follow. This is a great event for kids to
showcase their talents and help build their confidence!

Applications will be in the office and must be returned by January 30. For questions, contact Amy McOmber
at 425- 313- 9431.

RULES:

1. Applications turned in NO LATER than January 30.

2. Come to the assigned time for a preview of the number.
Talent preview will be held on February 12 immediately after school.
Each person may only be involved in one application.
Acts limited to one minute and will be timed.

All music and content will be screened for appropriate content.
Please carefully check lyrics in song choices.

Be supportive of ALL the acts, give them positive responses, clapping,
etc.
No negative responses please.

Have fun! A
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Did You Knowé

Mead has a Grandpal Program?

Every Thursday, seniors from Aegis in
Woodinville come to listen to our stu-
dents read. What a wonderful program
this is to bring young and old together.
For further information on this program
or to volunteer your grandma or
grandpa, contact our principle Mrs.
Rothaus. A

Holiday Gift Shoppe i Another
Great Year!

Smiling faces were all around at our annual Holiday Gift

Shoppe held on December 2. We had a record number of

elves this year along with many alumni students from Ingle-
wood and East Lake & all ready and willing to help our stu-
dents shop for their loved ones this holiday season. We had
fireindeerso delivering snacks
fabulous grownup
shopping in the li-
brary. We sold over
$3000 in product and
raised $668.17 for
PTSAGs gen

Thank you to all the
parent volunteerso
especially Becky
Kleinknecht who dili-
gently reunited our
little shoppers with
their parents. Thanks too to the Sammamish Review for fea-
turing our school in their December 10th issue. Co-chairs, Carlene Camera and Jenean Hatlelid would like
to extend their personal thanks to all the parents and kids who came out to celebrate the season of giving.
We truly appreciate our Mead community who also made this holiday a bit brighter for 13 local families
through our Giving Tree. Your generosity was commendable! A




