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Issue Highlights  

PANCAKES!  

PANCAKES!  

PANCAKES!   

 

Help support the Mead PTSA! You are invited to join the Mead Dads Saturday, March 12 as they pre-

sent their 4th annual breakfast performance of PANCAKES! PANCAKES! PANCAKES! live in the Mead 

gymnasium.  

 

From 8:30-11:00 a.m. your family's breakfast satisfaction will be our priority as we serve you pancakes, 

sausages, fruit, yogurt, juice, milk and coffee. Afterward stay for the always popular Mead used book 

fair. This is a double -feature not to be missed! We look forward to serving you. The price is $5 per per-

son. 

CALLING ALL DADS! CALLING ALL DADS!  

 

Wanted:  dads with or without practical cooking skills to help make the Mead Dads' pancake break-

fast event a huge success. Many fun and rewarding jobs available on Saturday, March 12th in 2 -hours 

shifts, starting at 6:30 a.m. Guaranteed to impress your kids, spouse and neighbors.  

 

Please apply to Roger Coote ( rcoote@microsoft.com ) or Paul Tolo ( paul@tolo.org ). 5th grade and 

above servers also are needed (a great way to earn some community hours)!! Come ready to greet 

guests and help us take food orders. Bring your smiles and sense of fun!   ˂

mailto:rcoote@microsoft.com
mailto:paul@tolo.org
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PTSA PRESIDENTS LETTER  

 

Dear Mead Parents and Staff,  

 

We hope you enjoyed the beautiful snow and the extra long Mid -Winter 

break.   

 

We are over half way done with the school year and heading into a busy 

Spring here at Mead. First, letõs do a little re-cap of things that have been 

happening over the past couple of months.  

 

Meadõs first International night was a huge success.  Thanks to Agustina Eiff  

and all of the volunteers who made this night possible.  Different cultures 

from all around the world were celebrated.  It was great to see the children show off their heri-

tage and learn about other cultures and how we are all unique.   

 

Your PTSA has elected a nominating committee to help chose next yearõs PTSA board of direc-

tors. Thanks to Debbie Bredeweg, Dyneen Hesser -DeJohn, Janet Lewis, Laura Scott, and Kandice 

Baisler for stepping up and taking on this task of nominating committee. They have the exciting 

job of filling those oh so coveted board positions. If you have any nominations or would like to be 

on the board yourself, please contact one of these lovely ladies.  

 

Jana Lovell did a fantastic job organizing the box top contest.  We had over 5000 more box tops 

than we had last year. The money raised helps buy playground balls and equipment so thanks for 

supporting this great program.   

 

Winter enrichment programs are in full swing and there is a great selection of classes being of-

fered.  Thanks to Barb Evans  and Sara Cupp  who have worked so hard to organize all of these 

wonderful classes.  

 

There will be a lot of fun events coming to Mead this Spring.  Below is a list of some of the events 

that the PTSA are offering over the next few months:  

 

March 7 -11 Used Book Fair collection  

March 12     Pancake Breakfast 8 a.m.  

March 16     PTSA Staff Appreciation lunch  

March 18     No School - Leap Day, Skate King  

April 14      Art Gallery Night  

 

We will still need lots of volunteers to help make these events a success.  If you are interested in 

helping with any of them please contact our volunteer chair, Erin Skolfield at 

skolfield@comcast.net . 

 

Thanks for all of your support and we are looking forward to a great second half of the school 

year.    Best,  Julie Shalaby  

Julie Shalaby  

mailto:skolfield@comcast.net
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The Good News and Not So Good News  

 

First, the Good (actually GREAT) News!  

 

I am happy to report that Margaret 

Mead Elementary is a recipient of the 

2010 Washington Achievement Award .  

Mead is being honored in the category of 

overall excellence!  

 

This is an extraordinary accomplishment and is 

a direct reflection of the hard work of our stu-

dents, the dedication and skill of our staff, and 

the support of our parent community. Meadõs 

award is well deserved. In the past year, the 

staff and parent community at Mead has 

worked diligently to support our studentsõ suc-

cess and it shows!  

  

The Washington Achievement Awards, spon-

sored by the Washington State Board of Edu-

cation and the Office of Superintendent of 

Public Instruction, celebrates the stateõs top-

performing schools and recognizes achieve-

ment in multiple categories. This highly selec-

tive award is based on our schoolõs perform-

ance on the Achievement Index, a compre-

hensive measurement of Washington schoolsõ 

performance over time.  

 

The Washington Achievement Award is given 

to elementary, middle, high, and comprehen-

sive schools in eight different categories: over-

all excellence, overall excellence for gifted 

programs, and special recognition for out-

standing achievement in the following sub-

categories: language arts, math, science, ex-

tended graduation rate (high and compre-

hensive schools only), improvement, and 

closing the achievement gap.  

  

I hope you will visit the OSPI Washington 

Achievement awards site to learn more about 

the awards, the criteria for selection, and the 

Achievement Index. The Achievement Index 

look up tool, available at sbe.wa.gov, pro-

vides a searchable database where you can 

find information about how all our schools in 

the district and the schools across the state 

are doing.  

 

The selection process for the Washington 

Achievement Award is very rigorous, and all of 

us take great pride in this accomplishment.  

 

And the Not So Good News  

 

As we are all aware, our nationõs economic 

downturn is being felt in Washington State. Our 

state leaders are in the process of discerning 

how to manage a budget that is in crisis. Un-

fortunately, our public schools have and will 

continue to be negatively impacted by these 

budget decisions. The governor and legisla-

ture have already imposed some cuts to edu-

cation and are considering many more. Below 

are cuts that have been made and are being 

considered state -wide:  

 

Thoughts from the Principalõs Office 

By Sandy Klein  
 

Continued next page...  
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Eliminate K -4 class-size reduction funds ñ $216 million  

Suspend Initiative 728, which provides money to reduce class sizes ñ $860.2 million  

Suspend Initiative 732, which provides cost -of -living increases for teachers ñ $253.3 million  

Suspend planned increases in all -day kindergarten ñ $57 million  

Suspend annual bonuses for National Board certified teachers ñ $99.5 million  

Suspend annual step increases for teachers ñ $56.3 million  

Eliminate gifted -student program ñ $18.6 million  

 

Every public school district in the state will be impacted by these decisions including the Lake 

Washington School District and Margaret Mead Elementary. As of yet, we do not know exactly 

what the cuts will be and how they will be felt within our school walls.  However, we should all ex-

pect some impact.  My purpose in sharing this information is simply to make you, our community, 

aware of the possibilities that may be coming our way.  Should you want more specific informa-

tion about what the governor and legislature are considering, the links below from the Seattle 

Times will provide you with additional information. The good news is that the Mead community of 

staff, students and parents is strong.  We will continue to work together to strategically and effi-

ciently use the state funding that we are given to provide our students with the best possible edu-

cation.  

 

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2013690505_education16m.html  

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2013685184_budget16m.html  

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2013658743_specialsession12m.html  

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/editorials/2013732836_edit22gregoirebudget.html  

 

Sandy Klein 

Sandy Klein...continued from previous page  

Box Top Announcement!   

It was an amazing collection this year.   We brought in almost 5,000 more Box Tops than last 

year.    

 

The Results are in!  The Pizza Party Winners Are é. 

K-1-2 :   T. Wilson              1167   

3-4  :      Kraft                    1611  

5-6  :      Leahy                   1452 

 

The following classes brought in over a Thousand each as well.    

3-4:        Haworth               1433  

5-6:        Porto                     1153 

5-6:        Chighizola            1004 
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To see copies of our budgets and more  

information,  go to  

http://meadptsa.com/finance.aspx  

Our Finances  

by Ed Keith, PTSA Treasurer  

Checking:  $7,466.62 

Savings:  $47,578.02 

Total:   $55,044.64  

Membership to Mead 

PTSA  

 

§ Are you new to Margaret 

Mead? Join the PTSA. 

§ We are at 80%. Getting closer 

to 100% 

§ All membership cards and di-

rectories have been distributed. 

If you did not receive one, 

please contact us at 

wadelorrainezachary@hotmail.

com (Lorraine) or trevens-

dad@hotmail.com (Melissa) 

§ Thanks for joining! 

Staff Appreciation Goes ògreen ó 

 

Staff Appreciation is on the third Wednesday of every month. For 

March, that's the 16th. With St. Patrick's being the next day, we are 

making it a "green theme" burrito bar with green tortillas, onions, spin-

ach, broccoli, lettuce, guacamole, green salsa and a few non -green 

items like cheese and hamburger. If you can help by supplying an 

item, please email Leta Hamilton at  

 letahamilton3834@comcast.net .  

 

All contributions are gratefully received as February turned out to be a "one -woman" 

show because Leta's laptop crashed and she lost access to her mailing list. Please help 

her this month and consider donating one or more items for the staff burrito bar. Thank 

you.  ˂ 

http://meadptsa.com/finance.aspx
mailto:wadelorrainezachary@hotmail.com
mailto:wadelorrainezachary@hotmail.com
mailto:trevensdad@hotmail.com
mailto:trevensdad@hotmail.com
mailto:letahamilton3834@comcast.net
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International Night was a Great Success!  

 

Margaret Mead hosted its first International Night on February 10th. It was 

a celebration of the diversity in this school community and also of the 

wonder of becoming one people in America. Twenty seven nationalities 

from all corners of the world were represented in a truly festive atmos-

phere: there was plenty of delicious food, crafts, songs and dances. Performances 

included songs in Chinese and Russian, dances by students from the Vedic Cultural 

Center, Mexican folk dances by a proud Mead grandma, traditional American music 

by members of Atlas Stringband, Hungarian dances by the ensemble Kisbetyarok, and 

a grand finale with the Chinese Lion Dance.  

  

While children walked around the booths having their pretend passports stamped, 

they learnt how to do origami, had their names written in Japanese and Arabic, and 

participated in a collective art project designed by local artist Randi Ganulin.  

  

The evening felt like a huge party, filled with fun and emotion, and it   truly illustrated a 

quote by anthropologist Margaret Mead: òI have spent most of my life studying the 

lives of other peoples ðfar away peoples - so that Americans might better understand 

themselves.ó 

  

Thank you to all who made this event come alive!   

Sincerely,  

Agustina C. Eiff, Event Chair  
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More international fun!  
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THE USED BOOK FAIR IS COMING!  

 

Start sorting those old books (adult & children), DVDs, educa-

tional CDs, computer games and electronic games because our 

Used Book fair is coming!    Collection begins Monday, March 7 

and goes through Friday, March 11!   If you have a large number 

of books, please write the quantity and your teacherõs last name 

on the bag/box when you bring them in.   If they are marked 

with teacherõs name & quantity you may drop them off in the 

library on the low counter in the childrenõs section. Otherwise, 

take them to your classroom.   We cannot accept books after 

9am on Friday.   Please DO NOT bring VHS, textbooks, manuals, coloring books, magazines or en-

cyclopedias.  

 

The Used Book Sale is on Friday, MARCH 11 from 3 -4pm, SATURDAY, MARCH 12 at 8 -11am 

(During/after the pancake breakfast) and on Monday, March 14  at 3 -4pm.   (Please do not come 

early).  

 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS TO HELP COLLECT & SORT BOOKS on March 7-11 (8:30-noon) and  

TO CASHIER on the sale dates above.  

 

Please contact Joella Jarvi at stamp@jarvi.com  or Janet Lewis redlewis23@hotmail.com     ˂

Claim Jumper Night  

Thursday, March 10  

 

Come on down to Claim Jumper in Redmond Town Center  on Thursday, March 10th between 5 

pm and 9 pm  for dinner and raise money for Margaret Mead's PTSA at the same time!    

 

IMPORTANT:   Just print out page 9 and present the flyer to your server and 15% of your bill will go 

towards the PTSA.    

 

If you have any questions, please contact Angie Brown, angiekeelerbrown@comcast.net.    ˂

 

 

mailto:stamp@jarvi.com
mailto:redlewis23@hotmail.com
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT NIGHT  
Hosted by 

 
 

 

 

 

REDEMPTION FLYER 

The flyer must be presented when placing an order at the event. Gift cards cannot be used as payment for your 

order at the event. Flyers cannot be distributed in or outside of Claim Jumper before or during your event. 

The Staff  of  the Redmond Claim Jumper is proud to host a  

Community Support Night to support  
Margaret Mead Elementary PTSA. 

 
Help Margaret Mead PTSA raise funds when you dine at Claim Jumper. 
When you present this flyer, Claim Jumper will donate 15% of  your pre-
tax food and beverage purchase to  

Margaret Mead PTSA. 

 
Where: Claim Jumper - Redmond   

              7210 164th Ave. N.E. 

Redmond, WA 98052 

  When:  Thursday, March 10th, 2011   

    5:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

 Call us to make a reservation. As always, we look forward to serving 
 you and the community.  
 

PRINT ME! 
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Legislative News  

 

Focus Day  

 

On February 21, 2011, thousands of people de-

scended on Olympia.  

  

There were two major demonstrations at the Capitol 

Building on Presidents' Day: 2011 Focus Day, celebrat-

ing the need for attention to our children and their 

schools, and the recent developments in Wisconsin, which appear to have developed a similar in-

terest in Washington State union groups (including teachers and machinists). There was concern 

that  turn out for Focus Day  would be limited because of the combination of Mid Winter break and 

Presidents' Day was 5 days out of school -- and prime vacation with kids time.  

  

It is important to note that the other demonstration in Olympia was about collective bargaining and 

unions and their current issues in Wisconsin and their presumptive future issues in Washington 

state.  As it was, it  was an opportunity for demonstration of the abilities of free speech, both within 

the purview of our educational system and the broader view of our employment and business prac-

tices.  

  

Focus Day celebrants gathered at the Ur-

ban Onion and marched to the Capital, 

clamoring for the attention our students 

need in terms of school class sizes, quality 

of education, and the need for early edu-

cation. While there has been relatively little 

media attention to Focus Day 2011 in 

Olympia, rest assured that legislators heard 

the thousand plus attendees. Students 

from grade school to college age at-

tended the event, along with family and 

extended family. Yours truly attended with 

her son (complete in Boy Scout regalia) 

and her parents.  

  

Message points for legislators included: All -

day kindergarten for those most in need; 

smaller classes for K -3;  supports for strug-

gling learners; and equitable funding for 

 

 

Continued next page  
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ALL learners. Attendees met with legislators after the rally on the steps, and attendees who could-

n't get in with legislators were encouraged to leave notes for them reminding them of what is im-

portant for students.  

  

And it's not too late to do that: you can still email your legislators with a message of what is impor-

tant. Tell them how you feel about funding, tell them how you feel about class sizes. Point out the 

recent voting for the LWSD Levy and make your voice heard.  ˂ 

 

 

LegislativeðFocus day continued 

Did you know we offered 13 classes with enrollment of over 200 students this winter?  Be a 

part of the fun this spring -  Look for enrichment flyers to come home shortly before spring 

break.  

 

Information is also be available on the website at http://meadptsa.com/

enrichmentclasses.aspx . 

 

Parents and children, please try to enter and exit the enrichment classes quietly.  Teachers 

are nearby and working: -) 

 

 

DID YOU KNOWé. Your PTSA Membership and Donations are Tax 

Deductible!  

 

Don't forget to include your PTSA membership and donations 

(Rock -a -thon, birthday club, etc.) as a deduction on your tax re-

turn.  Click here for a copy of a receipt .   

 

If your company matches, don't forget to submit all donations for matching .   

 

 

Sara J. Cupp  

saracupp@gmail.com  

 

Mead Enrichment Update  

http://meadptsa.com/enrichmentclasses.aspx
http://meadptsa.com/enrichmentclasses.aspx
http://meadptsa.com/Documents/finance%20-%20Thank%20you%20from%20the%20MEAD%20PTSA.pdf
http://meadptsa.com/membership.aspx
mailto:saracupp@gmail.com
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Community Bulletin Board  

 

Sammi Awards  ð March 18 th at Eastridge Church at 7:00 pm  

 

Carson Elementary   - School Auction scheduled for May 14 th  

 

Inglewood  ð working hard to provide a safer walking zone around the school  

 

Sammamish Library  ð  

-Lounge and Listen for teenagers ð relax and listen to book samples and stories while eating 

snacks. First Wednesday of each month. 4 -5pm  

-Study Zone is Monday through Thursday evenings ð have great tutors and usually not many kids 

taking advantage of these free sessions  

-Creepin Critters:   join childrenõs garden educators Lisa and Jessica in an exploration of common 

garden creatures on Saturday March 5 th at 1:00pm for ages 3 to 8  

-Mother Daughter book club Chasin Vermeer  by Blue Balliett Saturday February 26 th  at 3:00pm. 

Daughters ages 10 to 13.   This group meets monthly for lively book discussions and treats Drop -ins 

welcome  

 

Sammamish Patch  ð go to this website to find out whatõs going on in Sammamish ð sammam-

ish.patch.com  

 

Sammamish Kiwanis ð Partnering with the YMCA sponsoring swing dances ages 13 and over  

-Blood drive ð March 8 th at Sammamish Hills Lutheran Church  

-May 18 th Farmers Market opening  

 

City of Sammamish  

-Earth Day celebration on April 30th  

-Evans Creek Preserve ð Planning to start building trails there ð need volunteers ð this park will 

open in September  

 

Sammamish Youth Board  

-An Eastlake High Senior and member of the Sammamish Youth Board asked the Sammamish 

Chamber of Commerce to help him with his Senior Project.   -Rishabh Jain answered a need stu-

dents in his community had, and organized a Career Forum Series with the first one taking place 

on 2/2, at Beaver Lake Lodge in Sammamish.   Rishabh wanting to also recognize local Sam-

mamish businesses, asked the Sammamish Chamber to help him reach out to Sammamish Busi-

ness Professionals.   On February 2, Rishabh and the Sammamish Chamber brought together a 

variety of local Sammamish healthcare professionals to give Career information and answer 

questions from the Sammamish audience of parents and students.   The participating profession-

Continued on Page 14  
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�,�W�¶�V���W�K�D�W���W�L�P�H���R�I���\�H�D�U���D�J�D�L�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���\�H�D�U�E�R�R�N���V�W�D�I�I���L�V��
looking for candid pictures.  Yearbooks will be in COLOR 
this year so we are very excited to see your contribu-
tions.  If you have photos of field trips, classroom cele-
brations, school events, or other snapshots, please  
submit them via email to meadyearbook@gmail.com .   

Along with your photos, please be sure to include 
the following:  

*Note* For pictures to 
be useable, all shots 
submitted must be 
from cameras 3.1 MP 
or higher, with a mini-
mum file size of 400 -
800kb.  

Also, for those of you with a large amount of pictures , 
we will be providing a website where they can be up-
loaded.  Please look for more information via your 
teacher and/or room parent and kid -mail soon!  

Deadline for submitting photos:  
March 25th (the Friday before spring break)  

�'�R�Q�¶�W���P�L�V�V���\�R�X�U���F�K�D�Q�F�H���W�R���K�D�Y�H���\�R�X�U���N�L�G�¶�V���P�H�P�R�U�L�H�V��
included!!  

 

 

Grade: 

Event: 


