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PANCAKE BREAKFAST... Presented by Mead Dads!

On Saturday, March 14 we will be having our 3rd annual Pancake Breakfast . For the sec-
ond year in a row it will be held in conjunction with the kickoff of our always popular used

book fair.  We will be serving pancakes, sausage, fruit, yogurt, juice, milk and coffee.

will be held in the gym at Mead.

Breakfast will be proudly served to you from 8.00 am through to 11.00 am
Costs are $3 for kids 12 and under and $5 per adult

The Pancake Breakfast is the one event where we especially encourage dads to get in-

volved and volunteer. We have been able to coordinate and run this event solely with the

help of Mead Dads and high school volunteers. The kids love to see their Dad volunteering

at an event and it gives the moms a chance to relax to a nice pancake breakfast served to

them at their table and then spend some time browsing the used books. No food to cook,
no dishes to wash, no kitchen to clean!

If you are a Dad consider volunteering for
this event.  Can you help get food dona-
tions? Can you flip a pancake or cook sau-
sage? If you would like to help please con-
tact the Pancake Breakfast chairs (dads of
course!) Dave Hernandez at davehernan-
dez01@yahoo.com or Graham Johnson at
gj_brit@yahoo.com. A




MEAD MESSENGER

Dear Fellow Mead Parents,

Things have been a little quiet after the holidays but
never dull. We had a successful and well attended Math
Night. The PTSA offered parents the option of purchasing
the Math Facts CD for students to improve their computa-
tion skills at home.

Popcorn Fridays have been a hit. The PTSA began selling stu-
dents popcorn on Fridays during the lunch hour for 25 cents a

bag. Some students buy up to 12 bags (6 ™ graders). The money that is raised

goes directly to studentdés families who are strugg

attend field trips. Keep the quarters coming!

We also had our classroom and group pictures compliments of Life Touch.
Classroom pictures should be coming home within the next few weeks. The group
shots can be enjoyed in your childbés yearbook.

New Kindergartners registered for next fall. The lottery has taken place, so we
will look forward to welcoming many new faces in September.

Coming up March 2 -6" is Read Across America Week. The week will be filled
with Dr. Seussods birthday"™, guestreadersdrtttieolassranm, Mar ch 2

and author visits.

Get on those roller skates because Skate King is scheduled for March 6 M The
Used Book Fair is just around the corner. Go through your books and send them
into school. Plan to attend the Used Book Fair March 14, 16 -17. Also the Pancake
Breakfast will be held on March 14 ™ so0 enjoy a breakfast and shop for books at the

same time.

March 26 ™ is Art Night. This is a wonderful evening of art activities, opportunity

to view your childés art work, and purchase items

(Herd

Heidi Whittington, Co  -PTSA President A

Things are picking up as we head into spring!




PTA Rally in Olympia Huge Success!

On February 26 ™ nearly 400 PTA mem-
bers, friends, legislators, and education
leaders braved cold and snow to rally for
better education. The message from all
was cl wmairé ki ds candt
need meaningful education finance

reform now!

When it comes to
education, Washington
full bill. The financial burden is shifting

onto local school districts T which have
neither the resources to pay for our

schools, nor the legal ability to raise ade-
gquate funds. We need to make plans now

so that when the economy improves, we

fund a better system for kids.

In January 2009, the
Education Finance task force released its
final report and recommendations which
established a framework for moving for-
ward with a redefinition of basic education
and a new, more rational, transparent and
ample finance system. The WSPTA Board
of Directors endorsed this report. Our or-
ganization has continued to speak out in
support of the main components of the
report, which include improved allocation
formulas, revisions to the model of

teacher certification and compensation, a
program of targeted early learning, a new
levy system and improved financial and
student data collection.

Legi

We urge you to ask your legislators to
support HB 2261 HB 2261 and com-
panion bill  SB 6048 . These two bills
have recently been drafted to help educa-
tion stakeholders forge a compromise.

wa i tdeéfinitioWod basic education.

paying f
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Washington State

PR

everychild. onevoice,

WSPTA supports the broad categories and
goals that have been included in these

bills. In addition, we believe that targeted
early learning should be included in the

Also, we be-
lieve that an oversight commission should

be created to evaluate progress of reforms

and implementation. Our legislative princi-
PiTe O U p Cdid 1tdd” 8PS ne e d

I s ndd adeyiae keleRuls fdf Bublit diéea-

t i o nBased on past experience, ongoing
oversight is necessary to accomplish this
goal.

Please Send a PTA Action Alert To-
day ! Our legislators need to hear our
message about the importance of passing
a bill this session_to fix aur edycation fi-

sl a reodos as,) c .
nance sys?em. Goto http:/)capW|z.com/
npta2/walissues/alert/?alertid=12770926

Other Priority Issue Bills WSPTA
Supports:

Strengthening Math and Science Cur-
riculum and Education:

HB 2000 - Providing a coordinated ap-
proach to creating an adequate supply

of well -qualified mathematics and sci-
ence teachers . This bill would imple-
ment recommendations from a study done
by the Professional Educator Standards
board to determine what would help in-
crease the number of qualified math and
science teachers.

HB 1646 - Making adjustments per-
taining to the high school Washington
Assessment of Student Learning in

Continued next page



http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=2261
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=6048
http://capwiz.com/npta2/wa/issues/alert/?alertid=12770926
http://capwiz.com/npta2/wa/issues/alert/?alertid=12770926
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2009&bill=2000
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2009&bill=1646
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mathematics and science. This bill gives
the State Board of Education (SBE) au-
thority to determine when passage of
math and science assessments should
become graduation requirements, recog-
nizing that all of the changes that are
taking place with standards, curriculum
and tests may necessitate delays to es-
tablished dates.

SB 5498 - Allows those students to
graduate, who, after having failed to pass
the 10th grade math WASL, continued to
take math classes each year, but did not
take the math WASL every year.

Improving the State Assessment
System:

SB 5414 - Implementing recommenda-
tions of the WASL legislative work group.
Directs the Superintendent of Public In-
struction to shorten the assessment by
reducing the number of open -ended
guestions and extended responses in
grades 3 - 8 while retaining the validity
and reliability of the assessment; provide
diagnostic information; provide results
quickly; and revisit alternative assess-
ment system and make recommendations
for improvements to the Legislature. lItis
compatible with the WSPTA Assessment
System issue and with Superintendent
Dornds proposed
ment ( see http://www.k12.wa.us/WCAP/
default.aspx).

Support for Core 24 Framework

The Core24 Fr amewor k i s
posal for a meaningful high school di-
ploma to meet the entrance requirements

t

changes

he

SBEOs

for college and career and technical
schools (see www.she.wa.gov). The SBE
has formed a Core 24 Implementation
task force which will begin work March
2nd. The SBE has made it very clear that
Core 24 can not be implemented without
additional adequate levels of fund-

ing. Core 24 will continue to be dis-
cussed as part of the overall effort to de-
velop the details of the education finance
reform bills

Support Rational Approaches to
Teacher Compensation

Like Core 24, this topic will continue to be
discussed as work is done to develop the
education finance reform bills.

What can you do to support
these efforts?

Send a PTA Action Alert to communicate
with your legislators about the need to
continue to work on these issues and
bills. Thank them for their support for
education. Goto http://capwiz.com/
npta2/walissues/alert/?alertid=12770926

Sign up to get WSTPA action alerts and
send messages to your legislators and
the Governor at key times during the ses-
sion. Go to http://www.wastatepta.org/

leg/listserv.pdf.
to the Assess-

For more information contact Julie
Wright, Mead Legislative Chair,
Julie.wright@7wrights.com. A

pro-



http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5498&year=2009
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5414&year=2009
http://www.k12.wa.us/WCAP/default.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/WCAP/default.aspx
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/
http://capwiz.com/npta2/wa/issues/alert/?alertid=12770926
http://capwiz.com/npta2/wa/issues/alert/?alertid=12770926
http://www.wastatepta.org/leg/listserv.pdf
http://www.wastatepta.org/leg/listserv.pdf
mailto:Julie.wright@7wrights.com
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Media Coverage Used Book Fair is Coming!

The PTA Focus Day was a huge sug
cess. Nearly 400 PTA members,
friends, legislators, and education DVDs, educational CDs,
leaders braved cold and snow to rall
: computer games and elec-
for better educatiorilhe message :
tronic game blecguge our

from all was Clearélﬁ)u . cangt .
wait! We need meaningful education sed Book Fair is’coming! Collection be-
' gins Monday, March 9 and goes through

' |
finance reform now! Friday, March 13! If you have a large num-
Some media coverage: ber of books, please write the quantity and

KING 5NewsVideohttp://www.king5.com your teacheros last name
video/newimdex.html?nvid=336470 when you bring them in. We cannot accept
books after 9 am on Friday. Please DO

_ Bloa: P h NOT bring VHS, textbooks, manuals,
Seattle TimesBlog: Parents, teachers coloring books, magazines or encyclo-

KidSally at Capite2/26\Web Videdittp:/ pedias.
link.brightcove.com/services/player/
bcpid15093196187bctid=14312433001 Every student in a class that reaches their
class goal of 200 books will receive a free

Our legislators said they need to hed book coupon for the used book fair. Grade
a lot more from PTA members in org levels will be divided into four groups:

to pass legislation that includes the
goals of our issueSo please take a K-1st grade, 2nd grade - Stars class, 3rd -4th
minute and send a PTA action grade and 5th -6th grade.  There will be one

alert! Go tchttp://capwiz.com/npta2/Wa/  winning class within each of these groups.
home/ A The class that brings in the most books in
their group will win a PIZZA PARTY!I!

Start bringing in those old
books (adult & children),

The Used Book Sale begins on SATURDAY,
PTSA MARCH 14 at8 -11 am (During/after the
Pancake Breakfast) and on Monday, March

FINANCES 16 and Tuesday March 17 at 11:30 T3

pm. (Please do not come before 11:30am).
As of February. 20, 2009
Checking Account $16,162.94 WE NEED VOLUNTEERS TO HELP COL-
LECT & SORT BOOKS AND CASHIER
Please contact Joella Jarvi at
stamp@jarvi.com _ (898 -0464) or Janet
Lewis (836 -7723) to help with this fun
event! A

Liquid CD $14,23568
Savings $3,143.55



mailto:stamp@jarvi.com
http://www.king5.com/video/news-index.html?nvid=336470
http://www.king5.com/video/news-index.html?nvid=336470
http://blog.seattletimes.nwsource.com/politicsnorthwest/2009/02/26/parents_teachers_kids_rally_at.html
http://blog.seattletimes.nwsource.com/politicsnorthwest/2009/02/26/parents_teachers_kids_rally_at.html
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1509319618?bctid=14312433001
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1509319618?bctid=14312433001
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1509319618?bctid=14312433001
http://capwiz.com/npta2/wa/home/
http://capwiz.com/npta2/wa/home/
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Facebook...for Parents

| went to pick up my dog from his haircut last

week and the groomer took me aside f

portant question. oo | was expecting hi

what the heck Riley had been rolling in lately, or

why | thought the pooch was compulsively licking his paws, but what Joey had on his mind

was Facebook. His children are in elementary school, and he has twins on the way, so he is

thinking hebéd better start figuring this mystery ut r
said. What advice did | have? (I told him that by the time his kids were old enough to use

Facebook there would be something new for him to worry about.)

The nextday | gotane  -mail message from the local PTA. Would | mind teaching a class at
the upcoming community education night about #APar @nt s
shoul dndét my children be teaching it instead?)

Then | watched the new TNT show ATrust Me, 06 wher e llt he
worried about their daughterés popularity becausefilshe

According to the calculus of Dblogging, three equallls 0t

In the months since my firstpost about how my children wondét Afri ndo
see that todayods parents see Facebook the way ear @i er
the Beatles & as a threat to the known universe that could actually be fun once you stop

panicking and really listen.

But how to stop panicking? If you were in Palo Alto yesterday, and had signed up in ad-

vance, you could have taken the new course being offered at Stanford University 0 Face-

book for Parents. The creation of BJ Fogg, Director of the Persuasive Technology Lab at

Stanfordandco -edi t or of #@AThe Psychol ogy o fparFcawseWwas o k 0, e f
filled within hours of being announced last month. The classes will be hands -on, and the

goals are to help parents navigate the site, create their own page, learn about threats and

safety and examine ways that Facebook can teach kids life lessons and social skills.

For those parents who candt make it to Foggds ST oc
facebookforparents.org __, which is filled with the sort of tips he will be sharing in class.

To get started, for instance, he walks you through the five simplest steps:

#1. Join Facebook.
Yes, you should sign up for Facebook. This service was once just for college students, but
today ités for everyone. Parents need to be part f th

Continued next page



http://parenting.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/10/14/when-your-kid-wont-friend-you/
http://facebookforparents.org
http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile&id=20531316728
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Continuedd FACEBOOK

#2. AFriendo your Kkids.

To Afriendd someone on Facebook means connecting
pl ain about you Afriendingd them. Thatds nor mal
Afriendd them. Thatés our view. I f youbre opposed
Facebook to learn how it works.

#3. Review your kidsd profile pages
Go to the profile pages for your kids and review t
But dondét stop there. Click on the tabs for Al nfoo

#4 . Review who is Afriendso with your Kkids.
On the profile page for your kids, click on
then see who is linked to your kids. Seeing who is friends with whom is typical Facebook be-

havior.

#5. Select AMore Abouto for your Kkids.

Watch for an item about your kids in your News Feed. Click on that item and select the
iMore Aboutd option. This tells Facebook to
sort of like turning up the volume. Expert Facebook users do this routinely to tailor their

News Feed.

Want to learn more? You can sign up for the periodic newsletter from Foggbs site.

Or you can ask a teenager. For more information on FACEBOOK and this article, check out
these websites:

http://parenting.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/02/20/facebook -for - parents/?
scp=4&sq=facebook&st=cse and http://facebookforparents.org/

Reprinted from  New York Times Magazine , Lisa Belkin, Feb 2009

And the Winners Areé
(O RV UAMEALL 5 R 1 ARSI 1 LA The Book Monsters!

&\l\}\f y .\n\w\w m.//mugl&\]/ {‘M' J'\ U Battle of the Books took place on January 22
gl -

) R W, and 23. 95 students consisting of 25 teams
th

/ e : ' \J " participated from grades 4 through 6 ina

' e ‘ two day event held in the school library by
our very own Mrs. Becker. They will be com-
peting online in February with other 1 st place
winners in the Eastlake learning commu-
nity. Good luck to our Book Monsters! A

Eli G., Colin J., Sam W., and Ryan G.



http://www.facebookforparents.org/newsletter.html
http://parenting.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/02/20/facebook-for-parents/?scp=4&sq=facebook&st=cse
http://parenting.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/02/20/facebook-for-parents/?scp=4&sq=facebook&st=cse
http://facebookforparents.org/
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VIP Science Night 2009! :*
Reach For The Stars '

This is the first call for Volunteer VIPs. The Theme of this Science Night centers around
Earth, Astronomy, and Aeronautic Design with Legos.

As you have a special interest in Earth Sciences  this makes you a perfect candidate to join
us to be a VIP Judge for Margaret Mead EI ehttpAit ary c hoc

www.lwsd.org/school/mead/Pages/default.aspx. We need Judges!  Will you please
help us?

Right now we are in need of Earth Scientists for e i
for the Blue Planet DVD/Virtual Earth Activity classroom.

If you will be available on during the fair, evening of May 28, 2009 and/or will like to bring a
few of your Earth Sciences friends, we will like to invite you to interview students at our sci-
ence fair.

GUESTS AND SOME ACTIVITIES WILL INCLUDE ':

I Mr. Curtis Wong, Principal Researcher of Microsoft Research presenting the World
Wide Telescope. Visit:  www.worldWideTelescope.com to learn more

Scientific American Magazine Publisher, V.P., Mr. Bruce Brandfon

Computer Room (2 Microsoft Dads) with Individual NASA games
Interactive Universe tour

Museum of Flight The Portable Universe Planetarium

Future of Flight Aviation Center

IMAX International Space Station Astronaut Tour DVD ACTIVboard Classroom
IMAX Blue Planet DVD/Virtual Earth ACTIVboard Classroom

NASA Solar System Ambassador, Mr. Ronald H. Smith, Presentation ACTIVboard
Classroom

UW Aeronautics Classroom with Lego Design Prototypes & ACTIVboard
UW Astronautics Classroom with Paper Airplane Designs & ACTIVboard

Student Science Fair Noncompetitive Presentations with Adult & Junior Judges



http://www.lwsd.org/school/mead/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lwsd.org/school/mead/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.WorldWideTelescope.com
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Call for Volunteers

Art Gallery Night
March 26, 2009 7:00 - 8:30pm

Art Gallery Night is a really fun event, and has grown over the years to be
one of the biggest activities on the school calendar (as well as being a ma-
jor fund raiser for art supplies). The idea is that all the children in the school have a piece of
their artwork displayed in the gym, gallery style, and they will be proud to invite their fami-
lies to review their work on opening night! There will be various FREE hands -on art activities
in the classrooms for the children to participate in, and we will also hold a silent auction.

To make this a successful event we need your help!

Art Docents: We have our fantastic group of volunteer art parents, who are busily creating
art projects, that will represent your child's class. Thank you!

Gallery Volunteers : We need lots of help on the night! .. .. we are looking for adult and
student volunteers, please consider where you might be able to help:

1 room activities: we have 11 art activity rooms, we need 2 people per room
(full instruction will be given)

setting up in gym 3:00 onwards
man concessions
1 general help in 'gallery’, donation pot, direct traffic etc
1 cleanup
Silent auction: Donations please!

Please contact: Co -chairs: Lee-Ann Hudson at hudsé@comcast.net and Anna Macrae at
annamacrae@aol.com

Silent Auction: Heidi Whittington heidi@3whitts.com and Lisa Richerson wesmr@aol.com A



mailto:annamacrae@aol.com
mailto:heidi@3whitts.com
mailto:Richersonwesmr@aol.com
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Grandpals Program is Great for Everyone!

Our Grandpals

come twice per

month from Aegis

to help and visit

with our students




