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The invitations are out, the menu is set, the space is rented and the list of 

fabulous items to be sold is growing, all we need is you!  On Friday, March 23  

at 6:00 pm, we will gather to raise money for our kids and teachers.  

 

Where will the money go?  We will be purchasing a new sound and speaker system for the gym, so we can 

hear all that is going on at events, like talent shows, science fair, art night and more.  We have done 

research and determined that there is a need for play ground enhancement, such as tables for the kids to 

use at recess for art, reading or games. We will be giving a portion to a wonderful program called Level 

Readers. This program is a reading program that will help the teachers specialize the reading program to 

each child.  We will also be putting money toward the teacher  stipends so they are able to continue to 

offer the wonderful enrichment classes such as choir, before school reading group, safety patrol and more. 

Consider contributing to the Angel Fund.  This is an opportunity for  you to help fund a ticket for a teacher 

to join us for the evening. To do this simply check the box on your RSVP card and for an minimum amount 

of money you can help a great deal. 

Pre-Ticket Sale Prices end on February 9. Be sure to get your reservations made ASAP so you can take 

advantage of the lower prices.  Regular tickets will be available from February 10 through March 9.  Please 

note that if you would like to sit with  friends you can reserve an entire table with one RSVP card. Just send  

the total payment for your table of 8 in one return envelope. For more ticket information please visit our 

PTSA web site, www.meadptsa.com.  Please know the cost of your tickets goes directly to our expenses.  

Would you like to be a Sponsor?  Your cash contribution will help us to reach our goal even faster.  For 

information, contact Alicia Reid at alicia@aliciareid.com or download the appropriate form on our website.  

       Amethyst Sponsor: $100      Sapphire Sponsor: $500      Emerald Sponsor:  $250        Diamond Sponsor : $1,000 

Do you have something wonderful to donate-small or large? Do you own your own company or have a 

vacation home you would like to share? We want to hear from you! There is more info on how to donate on 

the web site or contact Heidi Whittington at 425-898-0624 or h.whittington@comcast.net. 

Please remember all donations are tax deductible and greatly appreciated! 

Now all you need to do is book the sitter, get out your bling  and come celebrate our wonderful children 

and teachers. Let them know how much we love what they are doing at Margaret Mead!  ɵ 

& Denim  

Diamonds 
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February 

1st: Picture Day 

8th: Family Math Night 

14th: PTSA Board Meeting 

15th: PTA Focus Day 

16th: Spirit Day-White Out 

19-21:  Mid Winter Break 

26th: Dr. Seuss Week 

March 

1st: Kindergarten Registration 

2nd: LEAP Day No School 

8th-9th:  Egg Drop 

14th: PTSA Board Meeting 

15th: Science Fair 

17th: Sammi Awards 

19-20th:  11:30 am Dismissal 

 Optional Conferences 

 Used Book Fair 

23rd: Spirit Day/Crazy Hair 

23rd:   Mead Auction Night 

27th:   Student Pride Assembly ɵ

Mead Mustang 

Calendar 

From:  PTSA President Lisa Allen 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!  2007 finds us all trying to maintain routines both at school and at 

home as we enjoy our Sammamish ð turned Winter Wonderland!!! 

As for new yearõs resolutions, the Mead PTSA Board of Directors has a couple to share with 

our members.  At our November BOD meeting, we came to consensus on 2 over-riding 

goals for the 2006-2007 school year which will guide our efforts and decision-making in 

the months ahead.  The goals are as follows: 

2006-2007 Mead PTSA Goals 

1.  Support Student Learning and Enrichment 

2.  Foster a Spirit of Camaraderie and Safety among Mead Students 

The first goal has already been addressed this year by supporting  all Mead teachers 

through a teacher stipend program which provides $250 to each teacher to spend as they 

see fit to enhance instruction and, consequently, 

student learning.    In addition, auction proceeds 

will be used to purchase instructional tools such as 

classroom leveled readers and possibly science 

kits.  Another way the Mead PTSA is supporting 

student learning at Mead is through our stipend 

program which is currently funding 3 math 

enrichment classes before school.  These are just a 

few examples of our strong focus on supporting 

student learning. 

Goal #2 was identified last spring as a priority by 

the PTSA BOD.  To support this goal the PTSA 

provided safety presentations for all students last 

fall, which will be followed up by a parent education 

presentation on child safety in April.   In addition, 

tables and benches for kids to use for socializing or 

reading  during their time outside have been 

targeted as a priority expenditure for auction 

proceeds.  And finally, the PTSA has funded the 

purchase of new supplies for the safety patrol, as 

well as new blinds for the courtyard  windows within 

Mead. 

In closing, it is important to note that if you joined 

the Mead PTSA this fall, purchased an 

Entertainment Book, participate in a PTSA 

sponsored committee, or donate your time at 

school then you are to be congratulated!  You are 

helping us achieve our goalsé..and in the end, 

making a difference for our children. 

May your own resolutions all come true!ɵ 

 

Attendance Line  

425-868-2899 

 

Website  

http://schools.lwsd.org/mead 

 

Editor  

Carlene Camera 

carlenecamera@comcast.net 

425-836-0843 

 

Margaret Mead Elementary 

1725 216th Avenue NE 

Sammamish WA  98074 

425-868-0760 

425-868-4721 (fax) 
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Lots of parents have signed up for library 

barcodes so that they can check out books 

for their children! 

If you havenõt already, please stop by the 

Mead Library.  Thereõs a clipboard on the 

counter for you to sign up for the library barcode. 

Thanks again to all the generous donations for our Birthday (or 

special day) Book Club! The Mead Library has so many won-

derful books in honor of our students and their special days. 

There is a special bookcase in the library displaying the books 

so that itõs easy for students to check out the books.  Stop by 

and see what we have for check out! 

Carol BeckerñLibrarian ɵ 

Book Jacket  - Knowledge Take  Out
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BATTLE OF THE BOOKS  

Margaret Meadôs Battle of the Books was a huge 
success this year with 24 teams and 92 students 

participating from grades 4
th
 through 6

th
. 

Battle of the Books is a voluntary program that 
librarians can choose to do at their school and it is 

optional for students to participate. 

Students form teams and read 15 books to prepare 
for a double elimination competition that involves 
students answering questions about the books. 

The winning team this year from Mead:  The Radical 
Reading Raccoons -  Rachel Lang, Allison Crowe, 

Emily Rapada, and Kaitlin Daniels 

They will compete in a single elimination online battle 
in February with all the other winning teams from 

participating LWSD schools.  Good luck! ɵ 

 

After School Enrichment 

TECHNOLOGY-ADVANCE MS EXCEL AND POWER POINT:   

Here comes a great opportunity for your child to learn 

Advance Microsoft Excel and Power Point.  Your childõs 

imagination, along with Ms. Umaõs professional guidance, 

will make this a valuable and fun learning experience. 

Students will learn to design, develop and complete a 

project using advance features in Excel and Power point by 

the end of the course.  Ms. Uma has her own consulting firm. 

Feel free to visit her website at 

www.plateauwebsites.com.  Grade - 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th.  

Class timing ð 1:30 pm-2:30 pm, 10-week session:  

Wednesday, February 7 2007 ð April 25 2007.  (No class on 

February 21 and April 4) 

MAD SCIENCE: an exciting an adventurous science class full 

of fun experiments. Beginning 1/29 

KNITTING by Jane Hartway. Learn the basics of knitting. 

Limited space available. Beginning 2/1. 

CARTOONIVERSITY is back! Learn the basics of drawing 

animation. Beginning 2/5 

LEGO-MOTION (NEW!!!) This is a new class offered at Mead. 

Students will create dynamic movie shorts using the process 

of stop-motion animation. (The same as claymation). 

 SPANISH, CHESS CLUB, and ART FOR KIDS all are 

continuing into the winter quarter. 

Watch for enrollment forms in your children's Friday Folders!  

For more information on enrolling in after school classes 

contact Heidi Whittington at 425-898-0624 or 

h.whittington@comcast.net.  ɵ 

Giving Tree 

We would like to thank all those who 

donated to the Holiday Giving Tree.  

Due to your generosity, we were able 

to make the holidays a bit more 

special for 12 local families.  

We received quite a bit of positive feedback and are happy 

to announce the giving tree will return next year! 

- Becky Kleinknecht, Chairpersonɵ 

Kindergarten  Registration  

March 1, 2007  

1:00 to 7:00 pm in the  

Mead Library   
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Itõs Contest Time!  

WHEN:  February  12-16, 2007 

PRIZES:  The six classes who bring in the most BoxTops will win their choice of a Bagel 

Breakfast or a Root beer Float/Popcorn party!  2 classes in each of the following categories 

(K-2, 3-4, 5-6) will win, for a total of 6 winning classes. 

QUESTIONS:  Contact Vonalaine Crowe, BoxTop Chair: 836-8828 or 4crowes@verizon.net  ɵ 

 

 

OK parents, send your kids out of the room and letõs chant: NO MORE SNOW DAYS.. NO 

MORE SNOW DAYS!   

This unusual weather has certainly altered our school calendar.  During these difficult 

times, the Lake Washington School District will do all it can to communicate vital 

information to parents and students. Top priority is the safety of students. 

You can find up-to-the-minute information about emergency school closures at Public 

Schools Emergency Communications System (PSECS) Website. The link is 

www.schoolreport.org.  Better yet, can go online and sign up for information regarding 

closures or emergency info to be sent directly to your email.  

Special Announcements  

Starting at 5:30 am, area radio and television stations will announce which plan (all school 

closure, late start, etc.) the district will use. Plans will be updated if conditions change. No 

announcement means normal operation.  ɵ 

School Closure InfoñWhere to find it! 

òLOVE YOUR SCHOOL ð DONATE BOX TOPS!ó 

Our Matching funds committee is in full swing.  We have received over 

$2,000.00 from our matching funds efforts this year.  All funds 

received through matching funds are deposited into the PTSA 's general 

fund and are used for our many enhancement programs (after school 

programs, assemblies, etc.). 

  

If you have an outstanding Matching funds form that needs to be submitted by the 

committee please, send it in to school at your first convenience, Attention Deborah Gross.  

  

Thank you to all who have contributed to Mead through their employer! 

  

Questions or concerns, please contact Deborah Gross at 836-8364 or 

debsue22@hotmail.com.  ɵ 

Matching Funds  
 

Itõs 

Math 

Night! 

 

February  8 

6:30-8:00 pm 

 

See next page 

for full details!  

http://www.schoolreport.org/
mailto:debsue22@hotmail.com
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eScrip Program is Here! 

Simply by using your Safeway Club Card, Mead will 
get a percentage of every dollar you spend!  

It only takes a few minutes to sign up and you donôt 
have to supply any personal information (beyond 
your name, address and Safeway Club Card 
number)!  

 

To Register:  

J  Log on to www.escrip.com and go to ñsign upò 

J Search by Group ID  and enter # 8564442 

J Enter your name, address and zip code (youôll 
be asked for more into but you do NOT have to 
supply it) 

J Select ñcard typeò as Safeway and enter your 
Club Card Number 

J The next steps ask for additional information 
which you may enter if you wish, but you do 
NOT have to. 

J At the end, you will be given a ñsupporter ID #ò  
which is yours to use to access the website 

 

Thatôs ité.now a % of every dollar you spend when 
you use your Safeway Club Card will be directly  
deposited in Mead PTSAôs bank account. 

Itôs that easy to make money for Mead and PTSA 
programs that benefit all of our children!  

Thank you for your continued support. 

 Questions:  Contact Vonalaine Crowe via email at  

4crowes@verizon.net or 836-8828. ɵ 

  

  

Math NightñAll New Activities for 2007 

Back by popular,  Family Math Night is 

coming to Margret Mead Elementary on 

Thursday February  8 from 6:30-8:00!   

Family Math Night involves parents and 

children in problem solving, experimenting 

and discovering together.  Families learn fun 

math games and activities that they can do with their children in 

addition to new strategies to help their children with math.   

If you have any questions, please contact Jane Hitchcock at 836-

5139 or at hijaneo@juno.com.  ɵ 

Hot Lunch Helpers 

Wanted: Hot Lunch Helpers! 

 

The hot lunch staff is in dire need of 2 

parent volunteers: one for Monday and one for Thursday (11:25 

a.m. to 12:30 p.m.).   

If you are interested in volunteering please contact Deborah 

Gross at 836-8364 or debsue22@hotmail.com.   

Thank You! ɵ 

Calling all Scientists! 

You wonõt want to miss this yearõs Science Fair.  The 

egg-citing Egg Drop will be held March 8 & 9. The 

Fair will be held the evening of March 15 from 6:30 

to 8:00 pm.  We have some of the favorite activities 

from the Fair returning from last year, as well as 

some new surprises!   

Watch for registration forms coming home February 2, and start 

thinking of ideas for your egg capsule and experiment!  Should 

you have any questions, please contact Julie Olson at  

julieolson123@msn.com.  ɵ 

 

http://www.escrip.com/


Academic 
 

James Nocchi 

Grace Allen  

Kyle Laubscher 

Makenzie Ware 

Katy Hunter 

Victoria Kane 

Eric Plummer 

Peter Truckenmiller 

Christina Nickolaychuk 

Nicole Lewis 

Parker Simpson 

Sabrina Bondar 

Sierra Kureshy 

Howard Peng 

Jackie Tessler 

Chase Murray 

Abbie Baucum 

Bethany Waddleton 

Alex Hugli 

Nicholas Fagerness 

Dylan Jonas 

James Parsons 

Sam Kipfer 

Thiago Bandeira 

Caitlin Bowers 

Kate Christiansen 

Dominic Cangialosi 

Hannah Willie 

Kayla Lustig 

Perry Allenspach 

Meghan Daniel 

Caleb Olson 

Jacob Jones 

Abhi Manyu Swami 

Casey OõKane 

Leo Bondar 

Rachel Lang 

Ciara Lewis 

Emily Walker 

Janani Iyer 

Kaitlyn Cameron 

Nicholas Marien 

Cyan Tuttle 

Olivia Baughman 

Jojo Ventre 

Ioana Ungureanasu 

Megan Barney 

Kevin Montez 

Emily Zebala 

Hans Boettcher 

Gabriel Okonsky 

Aaron Koenders 

Katherine Briggs 

Matthew Mano 

Panni Orban 

Melanie Davis 

Drew Daughterty 

Will Armbruster 

Isaac Hanson 

Max Yefimov ɵ 
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And the Winners areé. 

Life Skills 
 

Tess Camera 

Luke Peterson 

Ellie Markette 

Tanner Reynolds 

Emmalee Laing 

John Nelson 

Mariana Cuevas 

Brielle Teunissen 

Sydney Beckham 

Connor Yangas 

Bryce Clark 

Adam Iov 

John Sanchez 

Steven Luick 

Shane Cornfield 

Nate Reid 

Ben Schwedler 

Megan DePorter 

Olivia Timmerman 

Abigail Hunter 

Nikki Lyons 

Abby Goux 

Caylie Wood 

Yasmin Daneshjoo 

Brianna Stonebraker 

Griffen Kier 

Boston Sutton 

Abby Rangel 

Claire Patzman 

Alex Gagliardo 

Audrey Elison 

Eli Gee 

Emma Russell 

Scott Allenspach 

Allison Crowe 

Mike Lewton 

Sami Leyde 

Taylor Beckham 

Josh Lim 

Demi Peterson 

Blake Thayer 

Jordon Brown 

James Davis 

Kitto Kunhardt 

Leslye Pena 

Katie Hansen 

Ethan Hu 

Josiah Fonte 

Tianna Mulvaney 

Amy Limon 

Sara Daneshjoo 

Dakota Goodrich 

Sara Hansen 

Yara Kaadan 

Leilah Cunningham 

Zackery Olson 

Julia Lustig 

Mitchell Young 

Declan Scallen 

Jack Hart 

Rachel Roberson 

Graham Cross 

Bailey Beeson  

Allie Johnson 

Simon Hauser 

Mia Kumar 

Megan DeWhit ɵ 

Citizenship 
 

Jackson Dahl 

Emily Rapada 

Lance Giese 

Madelyn Hunter 

Victoria Bernacki 

Sebastian Fallah Mogha-

dam 

Daniel Fare 

Amogh Heroor 

Karter Lewis 

Lily Newton 

Sierra Baruh 

Anaya Heroor 

Cole Nason 

Derek MacDougall 

Justin Pacholec 

Madison McKee 

Cameron Alvis 

Paulina Koshyk 

Christopher Taras 

Jack Eberhardt 

Makenzie Schmid 

Aven Dauz 

Matthew Lockwood 

Mikeeli Houston 

Ryan McGarity 

Carla Buhner 

Lillian Piel ɵ 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations for  

a  job well done!  

NEW! 

Now find PTSA 

information 

and 

announcements 

on our official 

website: 

 

www.meadptsa.com 
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GEAC and QUEST  

The Quest Junior High School Program 

for Highly Capable Students will be 

accepting applications for the 2007-

2008 school year from January 3, 

2007, through 4:00 PM February 2, 

2007. Located at Kamiakin and 

Redmond Junior High Schools, Quest 

offers acceleration and enrichment of 

core curriculum in the areas of 

Language Arts, Social Studies, and 

Science. Providing academic challenge 

for highly capable learners, classes 

include greater breadth and depth of 

subject matter, a wide variety of 

learning processes and teaching 

methods, and high expectations for 

student work and achievement. More 

information can be found in the Quest 

Junior High information packet that will 

be available at all elementary schools .   

You can also go to the Quest website 

(www.lwsd.org/quest), and at the Quest 

Office on the third floor of the LWSD 

Resource Center in Redmond Town 

Center (425-702-3238; 

Quest@lwsd.org). ɵ 

PTA Focus Day in Olympia  is  

February 15, 2007 

 

Focus Day is the PTA event when 

members visit their legislators in 

Olympia -- a day where we discuss one-

on-one with our elected leadership our 

most important education issues.  

Everyone may go and we can all ride 

together on a comfortable Greyhound 

bus ð no one has to drive. The Lake WA 

and Bellevue PTA Councils are again 

paying for two busses, so no excuses 

about not being able to get there ð no 

driving and no charge! 

The bus will leave about 8:00 AM from 

the old K-Mart parking lot (148th & 

Main St. ð Bellevue) and return by 

about 3:00 PM. If you prefer to take 

your own car to Olympia, let us know so 

we can tell you where to park and 

where to meet us. 

Governor Gregoire, Bill Gates, both 

major Seattle newspapers, and most 

importantly more and more legislators 

are taking up the call to vastly improve 

WA education and funding. They need 

you to take up the call too, and show up 

to show it. 

 

Wonõt you please sign up now to get on 

the bus? For Lake  WA district bus 

reservations email Byron at 

bcshutz@comcast.net, for Bellevue 

district bus reservations email Dennis 

at dgerlitz2@comcast.net. 

We will have information prepared for 

you on the bus so we can all confidently 

make our points to legislators. If you 

donõt wish to speak, that's fine -- most 

folks donõt, and there will be people 

who do feel comfortable doing so. We 

go around the Capital Campus in 

District groups, visiting with our 

respective officials ð it is easy, it is fun, 

it is empowering, it is effective ð every 

citizen should take the time to do it. 

Whatõs needed is your presence -- 

numbers speak more than words, and 

we need HUGE numbers. 

The Top 5 issues decided at your PTA 

Legislative Assembly in Yakima, 

October, 2006: 

1. K-12 Education Funding (the 

cornerstone to every other issueõs 

solution) 

2. Math & Science 

3. Simple Majority for Levies & Bonds  

4. Reduce Class Size  

5. School Recess 

YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED TO CHANGE 

PUBLIC EDUCATION FUNDING! 

The under-funding of K-12 is a CRITICAL 

issue in nearly EVERY SCHOOL 

DISTRICT. We are ranked 42nd in the 

nation for spending per student. High 

class size is part of this challenge ð WA 

is ranked 46th in the U.S. in this 

category (it means that our teachers 

are getting about 1 ½ minutes with 

each child!). We spend $548 less per 

student in public schools since 1992. 

Since 1995, Washingtonõs state 

contribution to public higher education 

costs has fallen more than 16%. WA is 

36th in B.A. degrees per capita and has 

the 3rd lowest college entry rate in the 

U.S. 

For more information contact your Local 

PTSA Legislative Chair, Tracy Crowley at 

868-2115 or coyote264@earthlink.net. 

or your LWPTSA Council Legislative Co-

Chairs Shelley Kloba at 

shelley@kloba.com or Byron Shutz at 

bcshutz@comcast.net.  More info is 

available at LWPTSAõs web site http://

schools.lwsd.org/PTSA/ ɵ 

Focus Day In Olympia 2007  



FYI 

  Mead will 

sponsor a food 

drive in 

November for 

Hope Link. 

Stay tuned for 

more details.  
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Welcome to 2007!  Wow, we blew out of 2006 with the wind and slid right 

into 2007 with the snow and ice!  I hope everyone survived all storms and 

power outages relatively unscathed.  Were you prepared?  Did you have 

enough flashlights, lanterns, & fresh batteries?  Plenty of canned and 

other types of emergency foods, warm clothes & blankets? Iõve put some 

tips for winter storms at the end of this article. First Iõd like to talk about Meadõs 

preparedness for òthat emergency thatõs never going to come!ó   But weõre prepared if it 

doesé. 

I have ôEmergency Prep Chairõ by my name but foremost, just like you Iôm a parent.  My 

youngest is in 5th grade; I started in this position when he was in preschool and his sister 

was at Mead.  Obviously Iõm passionate about safety & emergency preparedness (as fellow 

board members who are tired of me will tell youé)!  Iõve had the privilege to work with and 

get to know the wonderful teachers and staff we have at Mead.  Their first concern is the 

safety and comfort of their students.  They want to be prepared for, as we say òthat 

emergency that is never going to happen!ó  But if it should, I know the safest place my son 

could be is at school.  Let me share with you what I get to see working with the Safety 

Team:    

Go through the emergency backpacks that every teacher has in their classroom.  New 

teachers were able to see what was included; returning teachers reviewed and we 

updated what supplies were in need. 

 The staff took a òfield tripó to the emergency shed ð thatõs the Tuff Shed just inside the 

fence by the large playground ð to see how I had reorganized it and got familiar with 

the emergency supplies we house there. 

Fire & earthquake drills are done on a routine basis.  Staff and students have done an 

excellent job evacuating the entire building in less than 5 minutes!  That is 

outstanding when you have 660 students! 

The color-coded groups we organized students in for student care & release in case of an 

emergency was slightly revised this year.  The Safety team gave it a lot of thought 

and felt it best to keep the kids in their class groups rather than moving them 

around.  This way they are with a teacher & children they know, are comfortable 

with and the same age groups.  If there is a younger child needing a sibling, they will 

certainly be put together. Each child has a lanyard with their nametag on it.  These 

are kept in each teacherõs emergency backpack and passed out if we had an 

emergency in which the kids were going to be kept in a student care area for a 

while. 

We will be sending out letters to parents of children with allergies requesting special food 

to be kept in the emergency container. 

Transition Room students have a storage container with supplies just for them so their 

teacher can easily grab that box and go to their student care area. 

What should we parents do after an emergency? First & Foremost, Do Not Call The School!   

If this has been an earthquake most likely the phone lines will be out, if not the 

phone line will be overloaded! 

Emergency Preparation at Mead Elementary 

Continued next page 

GET READY 

FOR  OUR 

SPIRIT 

DAYS! 

 

 

 February 16 

White Out Day 

 

March 23   

Crazy Hair Day 

   

April 27  

PJ Day 

  

May 18  

Stuffed Animal 

Day 

 

June  8  

Super Sock Hop   
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Transportation & Safety News 

Happy New Year!   As we enter into the second half of our school year, it 

seemed appropriate to share some transportation concerns.  We would also 

like to share with our community all that we have been doing to prepare for 

an emergency, something we hope will never happen.  

Mead parking lot: 

Mr. Brekke has done an outstanding job of preparing our Safety Patrol 

through his training, ongoing communications, and regular meetings. It is 

difficult, however, for our students to take their safety job with great 

seriousness if some of our Mead parents are not honoring our 

transportation requests. It has come to our attention that some parents are 

not listening to our student and parent safety patrol. There is such hurrying 

to get children to and from the parking lot, that safety concerns have again 

been raised. It seems some parents choose to drop off their child(ren) 

across the street, and then dart across the street causing undo safety 

issues. We have seen a parent stopping on the right side of Meadõs driveway 

entrance, drop their daughter off on the corner, and then proceed through 

the left drive-through lane of the parking lot. As adults we must think Safety 

First, this is dangerous and not acceptable. Please follow all procedures on 

school property as well as the city streets and parks. 

At ESP: 

Speaking of parks, Mead has been granted special permission to use this 

park, it is not school property. The ESP is public property and as guests it is 

imperative that we honor their expectations.  It seems as though many 

parents are parking their car and beckoning their children over to their car, 

not even using our patrol for crossing support. Please be sure that you use 

the drive-through at the park if you do not want to get out of the car. If you 

need to park, please walk over to greet your child so that everyone is able to 

move around in a safe manner. If this is not an option, then we encourage 

you may use the drive up lane or park at Mead if you want your child to walk 

to your car. 

- Judy Cimiyotti, Safety Committee ɵ 

Secondly, and just as importantly, please 

for the first hour, DO NOT GO TO THE 

SCHOOL! The staff & teachers will be 

busy taking care of students and doing 

what they have all practiced.  If parents 

run to the school it actually frightens 

the kids.  Let teachers & staff do the 

things they need to do first to get the 

kids settled; then you can go to the 

ôStudent Releaseõ area.  There will be a 

large sign posted. You will need to show 

I.D. and sign a form to check out your 

child and any others in your care.  A 

staff runner will go to the student care 

area to get the child(ren) for you. 

Trust me when I say my feeling in an 

emergency will be the same as yours, to 

get to my children, to make sure my 

husband and my parents are ok.  This is 

where you will use that out of state contact 

phone number to check in with everyone.  I 

probably wonõt be able to reach my 

husband at work in Kirkland but I can call 

his mother in N.Y. and pass the message 

that Iõm ok and going to get the kids.  So 

make sure you have those out of state 

phone numbers and your kids have them 

too.  

Trust me also when I say school is the 

safest place for our kids in the event of an 

emergency. 

- Amy Weisner, Emergency Prep Chairɵ 

Continued from previous page 

Keep sleeping bags/blankets/ski clothes accessible for 

extra warmth.   

Keep flashlights & fresh batteries on hand  and easily 

found!  Check the expiration on your batteries and 

keep a stock handy .  

Battery lanterns and Coleman lanterns are great too.   

You can get them at Costco, Target, and Fred Meyer.  

Food that can be prepared without cooking , unless 

you have a gas stove.   

Keep a good food supply on hand for emergencies.  

If you decide to BBQ, GO OUTSIDE to do it.  DO NOT 

BRING THE BBQ INSIDE!  

Take a look around the outside of your house; if you 

have tree branches that are close (or any left I should 

sayé) trim now.   

A good website with several links to more information 

is: www.seattle.gov/transportation/snowandice , scroll 

down on the left to òRelated Websitesó  

Keep your gas tank above ½ full, keep extra cash on 

hand and have a family emergency plan.  

Check on elderly parents & neighbors.   

Keep your pets in if possible.    

Now for those Winter Tips!  

http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/snowandice.htm
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The Mead Safety Team (comprised of parents, staff and PTSA) is always looking for ways to 

improve how they handle emergency situations.  One of the very important factors that have 

come out of their meetings is the need to have 10 parent volunteers that would be available 

at a moments notice to assist the staff if there was an emergency situation such as an 

earthquake. 

For example, if there was an earthquake, you, as one of those 10 volunteers, would know to 

immediately go to the school (phones may not be working) and check in with the staff liaison 

to help distribute supplies if needed or perhaps help be a parent liaison as parents start 

coming to school to check on their children.  You are not required to be first aid trained or 

anything like that (of course, first aid is always welcomed if you have that background and 

can volunteer).  This is just another set of hands to help the staff with the protocols that 

have been established.  Judy Cimiyotti, Vice Principal at Mead, would meet with you so show 

you where things are kept and who your staff contact would be.   

If you would like to part of this volunteer team or have questions, please contact Cheryl 

Lewis, Volunteer Coordinator at 868-4724 e-mail at mmicron@msn.com  ɵ 

A Very Important Volunteer Opportunity 

On Patrol, safety is our number one priority.  There are lots of cars, 

buses, and the school is a very busy place.  We need to remind you 

to use the crosswalks where patrol members with flags are 

working, and not to unload or pick-up your children before you get 

to the greeters at the pick-up and drop-off lane.  It is a very busy 

place and it is not easy to keep under control.  We are asking for your help.   

-  Margaret Mead Safety Patrol ɵ 

SafetyñPriority One 

Stella Schola Middle School is a choice school in Lake Washington School District.  Stella 

Schola offers a rich, classical learning environment based on historical themes with the 

emphasis on mastery learning for all students in grades 6 - 8.  By enriching and integrating 

as many subjects as possible into year-long historical themes, students learn from the past 

to make better choices and decisions in the future.  Students have the same teacher for 

most of the school day, which enhances opportunities for integration of subject matter, 

helps promote curricular continuity, and increases the studentsõ sense of belonging during 

early adolescence.  In-depth studies of the core subjects are emphasized. Academic and 

behavioral expectations are rigorous, and parental involvement is required at Stella Schola 

Middle School. 

To find out more about Stella Schola and to obtain an application, please attend the STELLA 

SCHOLA INFORMATION NIGHT on WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7 from 7pm - 9pm in the 

cafeteria on the Rose Hill Junior High campus.  ɵ 

Choice School Option for 6-8 Graders 
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Dear Parents and Friends of Margaret Mead, 

It is hard to believe that we are already approaching the end of the first month of 2007!  

Our new year holds many opportunities as we work together toward continuous 

improvement of the opportunities available to students at Margaret Mead Elementary 

School.   

An area of continued focus for us this year has been the refinement of our school-wide 

Crisis Procedures Plan which is designed to address all types of situations including 

everything from natural disasters to bomb threats and getting students dropped off and 

picked up every day.  Our schoolõs procedures are based on those set up in the district by a 

committee made up of representatives from area fire department and law enforcement 

officials, members of the school district Emergency Preparedness and Safety Committees, 

and our PTSA. 

The Mead Emergency Preparedness Committee, a committee made up of Mead staff and parents, works closely with this 

Crisis Procedures Plan to ensure that all aspects of the Mead plan reflect these overall safety procedures.  In addition, the 

committee shares information about the emergency procedures with the staff through several building level training 

sessions which take place during non-student time.  Crucial aspects of these procedures include identifying how each staff 

member will assist in an emergency to ensure that all students are kept safe while at school, and implementing procedures 

to enable all students to get home safely.  Throughout the year, we practice various drills during the school day and in 

consultation with our local fire department, we hold over nine drills including fire, earthquake, and lockdown drills.  In many 

situations, such as an earthquake, our students are better trained than we are to drop, cover, and hold.  

As you can see from this list, we take the safety of our students seriously.  There are many ways that you can support us.  

These include letting us know if you would be interested in participating on our Emergency Preparedness Committee (See 

page 2) , serving as a resource to the school in the case of an emergency, and following our Crisis Procedures should there 

be an emergency.  In addition, your on-going support of our regular school practices such as following our procedures for 

bringing students to school every day, checking in and out each time you visit the school, wearing your name tag at all times 

while you are at school, and bringing any safety concerns immediately to our attention will greatly assist us in ensuring that 

our students are kept safe at all times.   

Thank you for your on-going support. Your shared commitment to the safety of Meadõs students sets a powerful example of 

the partnership we celebrate within our school community.  I appreciate the part each and every one of you play in this 

partnership for this is what makes Mead truly a great school!  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I would like to share the following information or ideas with Mrs. Rothaus: 

 

 

 

 

_____Please contact me at ______________for more information. 

_____This is information for Mrs. Rothaus; she does not need to contact me about the matter.  

From Principal Rothaus 
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Read Across America Week at Margaret Mead:  Many special 

events are being planned to celebrate Read Across America 

Week during the last week of February!  This is always a time 

of magic and celebration for everyone at Margaret Mead!  

Our parents and staff are collaborating to plan many 

spectacular events that honor the importance of reading 

within our school.  On February 27, all students at  Mead will 

welcome members of our community and district staff to 

share their love of reading with our students.  We love to 

celebrate the enthusiasm for reading that is shared 

throughout our school, especially during this week that 

honors the birthday of Dr. Seuss!     

Internet Safety Forums:  LWSD and the Lake Washington 

PTSA Council have partnered with i-SAFE, a nationally 

recognized Internet safety organization, to offer three 

internet safety forums. LWSD and i-SAFE recognize that a 

digital divide exists between many parents and their children 

when it comes to the use of technology. In most cases, the 

kids know more about the Internet and new technology than 

their parents do. These free classes will teach parents how 

they can protect their children from dangers that exist on the 

Web. Each forum will cover the same material and  are being 

offered on three nights at different locations so that more 

parents can conveniently attend.  

January 29, 7 pmð 8:30 pm ð LWSD Resource Center (RTC) 

January 30, 7 pmð 8:30 pm ð Eastlake High School 

January 31, 7 pmð 8:30 pm - Juanita High School 

For more information about the forums contact Linda 

Stevens, Technology Specialist at 425.702.3371 or Julie 

Drennon, Chief Technology Officer at 425.702.3249. 

Date Change for Junior High Choice Schools Fair: The Choice 

Schools Fair for grades 6-9, originally scheduled for January 

10, has been rescheduled for January 25 at 7:30 pm. It will 

take place at the Resource Center in Redmond Town Center, 

as originally planned. 

Personal items:  Mead Elementary strongly advises that 

students bring to school only those items which are 

necessary and essential for learning.  Personal items which 

are valuable, inappropriate, or may prove to be a nuisance 

should be left at home.  Mead cannot be held responsible 

for damage to or loss of items brought to school which are 

not allowed by school rules, or unnecessary to the learning 

process. 

 

Nuisance items:   Any items that can create disruption or 

detract from an orderly school environment should not be at 

school.  However, if they are brought to school and interfere 

with the educational process, the item(s) will be confiscated 

for parent pick up.  Items include but are not limited to 

electronic devices, pagers, radio tape players, cell phones, 

MP3, and CD players.  These are not permitted during school 

hours 8:30-3:00. Student cell phones must be òOFFó and 

put away during school hours 8:30-3:00.   Skateboards, 

rollerblades, rollerblade shoes, scooters, or other such 

equipment are not allowed to be used on campus.      

Keeping Children Healthy: Cold and flu season is here. As a 

parent, what can you do to keep your child healthy and to 

help keep other children healthy? First, please remind your 

children about these basic health practices that will reduce 

their chances of getting sick and spreading it to others:  

Wash your hands ð itõs the single most important thing you 

can do, scrubbing with warm, soapy water for at least 20 

seconds.  Do not touch your eyes, nose and mouth.  Cover 

your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing and 

sneezing.  Hereõs advice from King County Public Health 

regarding the symptoms that mean you should keep your 

child home from school: 

Fever ð over 100 degrees F. orally. Temperature should 
remain normal (98.6 degrees) for 24 hours before 
returning to school. 

Diarrhea ð more than one episode in a 24 hour period 

Vomiting ð within the past 24 hours 

Rash ð body rashes not associated with heat, or allergic 
reactions to medications 

Drainage from the eye ð the eye crusted and difficult to 
open, especially upon waking 

Sore throat ð especially if associated with fever or swollen 
glands 

Appearance/behavior ð unusually tired, pale, lack of 
appetite, difficult to wake, confused 

Nasal discharge (yellow or greenish) ð Chronic sinus 
infections can cause a yellow or greenish discharge 
and are not contagious but should be followed by a 
physician. However, if your childõs nasal mucus has a 
color and is accompanied by a fever and/or coughing, 
sneezing, drowsiness, and general signs of not feeling 
well, your child may be contagious and should remain 
at home until the symptoms subside. 

If you have any questions about whether your child should 

stay home, please consult your physician.  ɵ 

 

More News from Principal Rothaus:   


