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Veteranõs Day at Mead is Very Special 

By Mr. Brekke  

 

I am overwhelmed with the idea of our classroomôs 

idea to ñactively support our Veteransò.  To bring 

you all up to speed, the idea started with the stu-

dents asking for a party on November 9 from 12 -2 

pm, with the veterans coming in for lunch.   With the 

help of the parents in class, the concept grew into 

an interview, Iraq -pen pal flyer making with active 

Troops, potluck lunch, cooperative learning research 

project and more!    

Part of our quest has brought us to the Seattle Vet-

eransô Museum.  The Veterans from the Museum 

have created an outreach program focusing on 

school visits www.seattleveteransmuseum.org.  We 

will have a visit, by them to Mead, on November 6 with the entire school invited.   I 

had the idea to share the ñprogramò with Amy Hernandez from the PTSA, and she too 

has outdone herself in launching this activity.   Many of you have approached me per-

sonally as well.  

Again, I want to thank you all for the consideration in supporting this event!   It has 

taken on a personality of itôs own, and the range of people interested comes from all 

over the community and Middle East.  It will become a unification of some out-

standing people showing incredible patriotism. I have found myself in the middle 

deeply moved by the generosity of our friends and family.  It has become most inspir-

ingé  

Sincerely,  

J. Kristian Brekke-6th grade teacher  ɵ 

 

NOTE TO PARENTS:  Ask you child to sing the Recycle Song.  You might 

be surprised just how much they know how to help our environment starting 

right at home.  King County Solid Waste came to our school for a Recycle 

Workshop called Earth Challenge ñthe Choice is Rõs  (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, 

Rethink).  Check out more information at metrokc.gov/dnrp/swd/education/

index.asp  ɵ 
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Dear Fellow Mead Parents, 

     The holiday season is almost upon us. Mead has been 

busy this fall and the school year will be half over before we 

know it.  

     Take a stroll down memory lane with me.  

     During the beginning of October we had ñWalk to School Week.ò  The week 

was a little rainy but that didnôt stop our Mustangs from walking to school. There 

were many prizes to be had at the end of the week. This reminded all of us how 

beneficial daily exercise can be.  

     Later in October, we had our General Membership PTSA meeting. We passed 

our working budget for the year.  Amy Hernandez, Co -PTSA President did a won-

derful Power Point presentation on the many volunteer opportunities at Mead. It 

takes all of us to run the Mead Machine and we still are looking for some impor-

tant chairs for Teacher Appreciation, Hospitality, and the ever -famous Jamboree.  

    King County Solid Waste presented the first Assembly of the year on recy-

cling. Mead is still working towards becoming a ñgreen school.ò  

    All the students showed their pearly whites on picture day by Plateau Por-

traits. We finished the month of October with Vision and Hearing screening. This 

is a great opportunity to catch students who may have vision or hearing issues 

that may affect their learning.  

    The PACE fundraiser has been a success. Mead has made record registration 

compared to any of the other schools in the PACE program.  Now that the holi-

days are approaching donôt forget to shop at PACE merchants to support our 

school!  

    Mead PTSA earned a bronze certificate for membership. It is still not to late to 

become a member of the PTSA so you can get the popular Mead student direc-

tory.  

    This has been a successful fall. A lot has been accomplished. We will look for-

ward to the Holiday Gift Shop and some vacation days to enjoy with our families. 

I want to wish all of you a happy and safe holiday season.  

 

 

 

Heidi Whittington,  Co-PTSA President ž 

From Co -President Heidi Whittington  



Fundraising Efforts are Paying Off!  

Thank you for your support of our primary fundraiser, 

PACE-Parents and Community Businesses for Education. 

We received 288  registrations, which is more than 50% 

of our school!  Our YTD earnings are $3,166.03. 

Registrations are active for one full year from registra-

tion, so remember to  keep shopping at the participating 

businesses to receive your rebate checks and  to keep 

earning Mead 5% of every transaction.  

The program is still expanding and we will update our 

parents throughout the year with new businesses that 

are being added.  Stay tuned!  ɵ 
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Boundary Changes  

Sammamish Elementary Enrollment Projects 

Show Growth Areas  

The committee working on new boundaries for the 

Sammamish Plateau elementary schools has released 

the enrollment projection information that is has de-

veloped. This information is developed by taking cur-

rent students and moving them ahead and adding in 

students from known future developments. Future 

Kindergarten students are projected based on current 

enrollment plus or minus the change in King County 

birth data five years prior.  

These projections show that continued growth would 

increase the number of students at Smith and 

McAuliffe Elementary Schools past their capacity in 

two years. The new elementary school now being built 

will be needed to keep up with this expected growth.    

Go to www.lwsd.org/News/Boundary-Change-News/

Pages/default.aspx, the Boundary Change news page 

on the district Web site, for more information.  ɵ 

Visit us at www.meadptsa.com for detailed information regarding  

Margaret Mead Elementary. You can access: 

financial records 

membership 

volunteer opportunities 

current happenings 

board meeting minutes 

past newsletters 

event calendar 

fund raising information  

board of directors contact information  

school address and phone information  ɵ 

Are You an Information Junkie? 

http://www.lwsd.org/News/Boundary-Change-News/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lwsd.org/News/Boundary-Change-News/Pages/default.aspx
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Lots of parents have signed up for library barcodes so that they can check out books for 

their children!  If you havenôt already, please stop by the Mead Library. Thereôs a clip-

board on the counter for you to sign up for the library barcode.  

Thanks again to all the generous donations for our Birthday (or special day) Book Club! 

The Mead Library has so many wonderful books in honor of our students and their spe-

cial days. There is a special bookcase in the library displaying the books so that itôs easy 

for students to check out the books.  

Stop by and see what we have for check out!  

                           - Carol BeckerðLibrarian ɵ 

 

 

Book Jacket  - Knowledge Take  Out

Hot Lunch Menu Change  

Attention Mead Parents -  Hot Lunch changes on menu!  

 Lunch menus were sent home on Tuesday with your child.  Please be aware that there 

are changes in the daily selection of hot entrees.  Pizza will only be available on Monday, 

Wednesday, and Friday.  Hot Dogs will only be available on Monday, Tuesday, and 

Thursday.  ɵ 

Holiday Gift Shoppe ðDecember 1, 2007 

Weôve got our merchandise, weôve got our Mead Merry Merchants ï 

now all we need is YOU!! 

Weôre looking for volunteers at our annual Holiday Gift Shoppe!  We 

need 5th and 6th graders to help setup on Friday, November 30, 

work on Saturday as elves, wrappers and stockers.  This is a great 

place to get some of those Community Service hours too. Adult help is also needed for 

cashiers, checkers, security and set up and clean up.  We are also looking for some help 

in coordinating donated baked goods to have on hand.  Coffee and hot chocolate will be 

donated by Starbucks.  

Contact co-chair Jenean Hatlelid at jeneanh@hotmail.com or 898-9311 to volunteer in 

any capacity that works for you!  You can take a shift or work the event ï itôs up to you.  

If you have any questions, please contact co-chair Carlene Camera at 836-0843 or email 

at carlenecamera@comcast.net.  

We will also have our annual Giving Tree ready at the end of November for you to help 

make the holidays special for a few families in our community.  Check our website and 

PO for more details coming soon.   Happy Holidays!  ɵ 

Itõs Never 

Too Late to 

Register for 

PACE! 

Visit our PTSA 

website: 

www.meadptsa.com 
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 Washington State PTA Sets 2007 -2008  

Legislative Priorities.  

The mission of the PTA is three-fold; to support and 

speak on behalf of children and youth in the schools, in 

the community and before governmental bodies and 

other organizations that make decisions affecting chil-

dren; to assist parents in developing the skills they need 

to raise and protect their children; and to encourage 

parent and public involvement in the public schools of 

this nation.  

In support of our mission, delegates from throughout 

the state come together each year at the WSPTA Legis-

lative Assembly.  Through a process of discussion, cau-

cus, debate, and voting, delegates create a legislative 

platform for the coming year.  The platform includes 

priority issues that will receive PTAôs lobbying focus.  On 

October 5th, nearly 300 delegate members came to-

gether for an exciting and fun filled two days in SeaTac 

where they developed the WSPTA legislative platform 

and established our priorities. 

For 2007 -2008, WSPTAôs top five priority issues 

are:  

 1. K-12 Education Funding 

2. Mathematics and Science Education 

3. Quality Teaching 

4. Student Support Services (Counselors, Librarians,  

and Nurses) 

5. Special Education Funding 

Learn more about the WSPTA legislative platform by 

visiting the WSPTA website at:  www.wastatepta.org/

legislation.htm  Developing a prioritized platform is just 

one step in our advocacy process.  Now, PTA members 

begin the work of talking with legislators and public pol-

icy makers to bring about positive changes.  Success 

depends directly on the involvement and effort of our 

members.  PTA needs your help.  Legislators need to 

hear from their constituents (YOU).  In addition, local 

officials must have input from parents if children are to 

have a voice when important decisions affecting them 

are made. 

Legislative News 

Region 2 PTSA Legislative Roundtable  

Thursday, November 15    7:00 -9:00pm  

This is an opportunity to talk to your legislators about the is-

sues that are important to you.  Legislators hear from lobbyists 

every day, but they want to hear your concerns so they can 

better represent you in Olympia.  Come and give our legislators 

a clearer understanding of our childrenôs needs. 

Newport High School  

4333 128th Ave SE. Bellevue, WA 98006  

(425) 456 -7400  

Find out what legislative district you're in log on to:  

 http://www1.leg.wa.gov/legislature/  

Washington Legislative officials in the Mead boundary: 

5 th  District  

Rep. Jay Rodne 

Rep. Glenn Anderson 

Senator Cheryl Pflug 

45 th  District  

Rep. Roger Goodman 

Rep. Larry Springer 

Senator Eric Oemig 

 

For more information, contact Julie Wright 

Julie.wright@7wrights.com , Mead PTSA Legislative Chair.  ɵ 

Mark you calendars now and plan to attend the PTA Legis-

lative Focus Day in Olympia on Wednesday, February 

13 , 2008 .  Join PTA members from throughout the state 

and meet with your legislators to talk about our priorities.   

Members are also encouraged to keep up to date with the 

latest legislative happenings by visiting the WSPTA web-

siteôs legislation page and signing up for PTA e-mail Action 

Alerts. 

Contact the Mead PTSA Legislative Chair, Julie Wright 

Julie.wright@7wrights.com for more information.  ɵ 

 

http://www.wastatepta.org/legislation
http://www.wastatepta.org/legislation
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THANK YOU  

TO ALL THE  

STUDENTS AND 

PARENTS WHO  

DONATED TO 

HOPELINK! 

 

YOU CAN MAKE 

A DIFFERENCE. 

 

Tips 

ParentOrganizer Updates come out almost every day...if you're only receiving a Weekly 

Update on Fridays, you may be missing things that are happening during the week and 

are over by Friday.  If that's the case, here's how to make that easy change!  

Log into your ParentOrganizer account at www.parentorganizer.com.  Your email ad-

dress is your login and your password is the one you set up when you created your 

account. 

Click on "My Profile" in the far left column.   Go halfway down the page and youôll see 

this information:  

 

 

 

 

 

Make sure BOTH the Daily and Weekly boxes are checked.  Now click on the "Submit" 

button at the bottom of the page to make sure your changes take ef-

fect.  VOILA!  You're done!  

 

Contact Sue Lauer if you have questions.  

Email: Meadpo@hotmail.com  

Phone: 425 -868 -5960  

Daily Reminder emails -- Please keep me informed of my daily 

schedule, form due dates, and new announcements via a daily email 

update. 

Weekly Newsletter emails -- Please keep me informed of my sched-

ule, form due dates, event, and announcement information via 

weekly email newsletters.  

ParentOrganizerñFacts to Make it Easy for You  

 

The Facts 

Did you know that if you log into www.parentorganizer.com you can see ALL of the 

current ParentOrganizer announcements for Mead in one place? Tired of looking 

through old emails for a particular announcement? To see the "whole picture," just log 

in using your email address and password. If you have children at Inglewood and East-

lake, their information is displayed on this same page.  

 

http://www.parentorganizer.com
http://www.parentorganizer.com
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Our first large batch of clothes went to Rosa Parks Ele-

mentary to help them supplement their emergency 

preparations.  Our second batch is already over flowing 

and is earmarked to be sent to needy children in Guate-

mala! 

Hereôs how it works:  We will have a standing rack lo-

cated in the atrium area inside the school by the Kinder-

garten pod.  All current items will be on display, marked 

with a colored dot indicating the month and date of 

when it was left at Lost and Found.   Items will be 

marked and hung daily as they are found. A different 

colored dot will indicate the next month. At the end of 

each month, the  items that were on display will go into 

a "HOLDING" bin, which will be donated at the end of 

the next month. This should give parents ample time to 

take a look at those items before they are donated and 

the next batch goes in!  So check our L&F area if you 

think something has gone missing. 

If you have any questions, please contact Lost and 

Found co-chairs Lillie Mano @ rlmano@comcast.net , or 

Carlene Camera @ carlenecamera@comcast.net. ɵ 

Lost and Found is Helping Others!  

An Unidentified 2nd Grade Mummy!  

Grace & Maya òwrappingó it up! 

Wow! Is that Mr. Kotter ?  

Some Second Grade  

Trick or Treat Fun  

Donõtõ forget to label 

your childrenõs jackets!  



FYI 

  Mead will 

sponsor a food 

drive in 

November for 

Hope Link. 

Stay tuned for 

more details.  
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Community Service  

Sammi Awards Art Contest  

Would you like to be part of the Sammi Awards? Enter the Sammi awards contest! 

Paint or draw a picture and enter it. Your art could be chosen to be on the cover of 

the program and posted around town on the Sammi awards posters.   Contest Rules:  

1) Art must be flat and no smaller than 8X10, no larger than 16x20.  

2) All artwork must be original and reproducible.  

3) There will be four age categories 5-8, 9-12, 13-17, 18+(includes professional).  

4) Each age category will be judged against itself, the top five categories will go on 
to the finals.  

5) Final choice will be made by the Sammi board, runners-up will be on display at 
the event, as well as in the program. Winner will be on the cover of the program, 
on posters and on display at the event.  

Questions contact Connie Walsworth at connie535@juno.com or 425-836-5645  ɵ 

 

Lake Washington Snowsports  

Lake Washington Snowsports Council, an all volunteer, not for profit organization, 

invites students in grades 4 through 12 to join us for another exhilarating season at 

Alpental at Snoqualmie Summit! Our 2007-2008 lesson and transportation program 

runs Saturdays, from January 12th through March 8th. We offer lessons for all abili-

ties, novice to expert. Our comfortable coach buses, equipped with restrooms, depart 

from the Lake Washington School District High Schools. 

Discounts are available on season's passes to the Summit at Snoqualmie and on 

rental equipment through our program. To register online or to find out more infor-

mation, visit www.LWSC.org ɵ 

 

Running Club 

Thank you to everyone in the Mead community who participated in the 

Mead Running Club Team and other teams supporting Walk Now for 

Autism.  Besides enjoying a beautiful day for fresh air and exercise with 

lots of entertainment, participants helped this event raise over $250,000 

for autism.   

Weôd like to congratulate all of our Mead runners who participated in the 

Fall Running Club!  Without our wonderful volunteers this program 

would not be possible:  Brigit Jansen, Jianyou Mao, Joella Jarvi, Mahshid 

Daneshjoo, Claudette Clapper, Michelle Breecher, Brigitte Parsons, Lisa 

Drews, Theresa Ramsdell, and our wonderful PE teacher Mrs. Elston. 

 

 - Beth Knapick and Julie Olson, Running Club Co-Chairs 

 


