
PTSA 2.8.38 Region 2 Mead Messenger  

September/October 2007  

 

PTSA 2.8.38 Region 2 

 

Issue Highlights!  

PTSA President Note 2 

New Volunteer  

Coordinator 

3 

Membership 3 

Box Topx 3 

Library 4 

Running Club 5 

Special Needs 5 

Picture Day 6 

NEW! Lost & Found 7 

PACE 8 

Community Service 9 

Our New Vice Principal 10 

WASLñ2007 11 

Mrs. Rothaus Welcome 12 

Attendance Line  

425-868-2899 

 

Website  

http://schools.lwsd.org/mead 

PTSA Website  

www.meadptsa.com 

 

Editor  

Carlene Camera 

carlenecamera@comcast.net 

425-836-0843 

 

Margaret Mead Elementary 

1725 216th Avenue NE 

Sammamish WA  98074 

425-868-0760 

425-868-4721 (fax) 

Simple Majority CampaignñItõs So Important to Vote 

 

 The WSPTA Issues Survey is now online!    

If you havenôt returned your survey from your Opening Day Packet,  

you can now take it online:  

www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB226V6PYG56Z.   

The deadline to take this survey is October 4.    

The results will be used to determine the WSPTAôs top advocacy priori-

ties at the state legislative assembly on Oct. 5ï6.  If you have any ques-

tions, please contact Julie Wright at julie.wright@7wrights.com   

This proposal will allow school levies to pass with a simple 

majority vote ð instead of the 60% supermajority thatôs 

now required.  This positive support will have no impact 

on your tax base. But why should you support it? 

Because local levies provide our schools with 

fundamental needs . They pay for textbooks, 

smaller class sizes, teacher training and other basics 

that are essential to providing our children with the 

quality educations they need to succeed in life.  

Because schools need help . Most votes support 

local levies because they know our schools need help. They know itôs hard for our 

kids t learn when Washington ranks 47th in the nation in class size! 

Because levy failures hurt our kids .  Last year 31 school levies received a 

majority vote, but failed because they didnôt get 60% ð disrupting school opera-

tions and forcing new levy elections, instead of letting schools concentrate on 

educating our kids. 

Because the 60% rule is unfair .  Your community can approve things like a 

new park or a new jail by simply majority vote  ð but not a school levy! The 60% 

rule sets an unfair standard for your local schools making it harder for them to 

get the support they needðand thatôs simply not fair. 

 

During the September board meeting, the Mead PTSA board voted to endorse the 

Simple Majority Campaign and donate $100 to itôs success.  Should you wish to per-

sonally endorse and donate to the campaign visit www.simplybetterschools.org.  

Itôs so easy to make a difference by spreading the word on November 6 and 

help APPROVE 4204!  ɵ 

 

http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB226V6PYG56Z
mailto:Julie.wright@7wrights.com
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Welcome back to school!  The learning is well under way now 

and everyone is settling in to their classes and their routines.  

Hopefully you were able to attend our Back to School Pasta 

Night and had a nice time.  We also hope that you attended 

Curriculum Night and the New Book Fair.  There are many 

events like these coming up throughout the year.   

As you know, these events donôt just happen.  They occur with the magic of VOLUN-

TEERS.  I know that many of you have wondered about volunteering with the PTSA 

but have hesitated.  Maybe you didnôt know exactly what the job entailed.  Maybe you 

were afraid of becoming committed to a job that required more time than you had.  

Maybe you work outside the home and wonder what volunteer opportunities are there 

for you.  Well, now is the chance to get all of those questions answered.  

On Thursday, October 4 th  at 6:30pm  we will be holding our first PTSA General 

Membership Meeting along with a volunteer information night.  We will tell you about 

every volunteer opportunity available as well as what each committee does and an 

estimate of time commitments.  We will be providing a movie in the library for your 

children which will be supervised by teenagers (volunteers of course!)  Volunteering 

and community service is a requirement from 6 th grade through high school.  Set an 

example for your children.  Show them how volunteering makes a difference in our 

schools, communities and the lives of others no matter how small the task.  Show 

them that it is important to give our time even when it is not a requirement.  These 

lessons, in addition to the lessons they are learning in the classroom, are what they 

will take with them in their lives to make a difference for their own families and com-

munities.  So, please, come and learn how you can help out.  Even if you donôt find a 

volunteer job that fits your schedule it is important to come to the meeting as we will 

be voting on some changes to our standing rules and our budget.  

Hopefully you have all seen the PACE packets that your children brought home on the 

24th.  PACE is our new fundraiser this year.  Some of the reasons we chose this fund-

raiser are that you are not buying things you donôt want or need.  The PTSA makes 

money off of the purchases you would normally make.  You donôt have to carry around 

coupons or a coupon book and you donôt even need to know if the merchant is a mem-

ber of PACE.  Everything is automatically done for you.  And PACE provides profits to 

the school all year for one full year of registration.  Mead will make money even during 

the summer!  We are hoping for a good response and excellent results from our one 

and only fundraiser this year.   

We welcome your comments, suggestions, concerns, criticism, words of wisdom and, 

of course, words of praise!  Feel free to contact us anytime.  We are here for your kids 

and for you.  We hope you all have a WONDERFUL school year!  ɵ 

From Co -President Amy Hernandez 
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PTSA  Membership -Have you joined 

yet?  

With the start of the new school year, comes the activities of the 

PTSA. The support of the parents and teachers is key to our stu-

dentsô success. 

PTSA speaks for the interests of all children and their health, 

welfare, safety and education.   Our local schools voice and edu-

cation legislation are determined by your participation.   Thank 

you to all of you who have already joined and we look forward 

to welcoming new members in the coming weeks.  

Our goal this year is 100% participation for each family and 

teacher at Margaret Mead Elementary. To help us achieve our 

goal we are implementing a "sponsor your teacher"  cam-

paign, which allows parents to pay the PTSA dues for their 

child's teacher or favorite Mead staff member.   The cost of a 

staff PTSA membership is $10 for one year.  Family membership 

fees are $21 and individual membership is $13. 

Please help us meet this year's goals and support your teacher 

at the same time!   Together we can make a difference! 

For more information or questions regarding membership please 

contact Lisa Richerson at 425-868-0104 or Lisa Nason at 425-

898-7481. ɵ 

Volunteering Coordinatorñ

Changing of the Guard 

 

Dear Mead Families, 

Well, the time has come to begin the transition 

year for me in relinquishing my duties as your 

Volunteer Coordinator and Head Cheerleader.  

Iôve already handed most everything over to 

very competent volunteers that will continue to 

do great things for our Mead community.  The 

Volunteer Coordinator was the last piece and 

Iôm pleased to announce that the BOD found a 

very special person willing to take over - Mi-

nerva Davis.  Minerva will be your new contact 

person when you need volunteers for a commit-

tee or special project or whatever comes up.  

Sheôs been busy inputting all of the volunteer 

forms that have been turned in (thank you all 

who have - weôd still love to hear from those of 

you who havenôt turned in your form!) and 

learning about all of the wonderful things that 

makes Mead special.  If you havenôt signed up 

for the Parent Organizer (PO), please do it now 

- most of the communication and pleas for help 

will come from this format.  You can contact 

Minerva at  

muffinas07@comcast.net or phone (425)242-

0420. 

Iôm still around this year and Iôll still be helping 

out as much as I can during this transition time.  

(Iôm not gone yet!!!!)  It has been my pleasure 

to serve you and watch our community grow 

and blossom.  Your friendship and camaraderie 

has enriched my life.  Thanks for the ride!  

 

 

 

- Cheryl Lewis ɵ 

 

 

Donõt forget to keep saving those Box Tops and 

Campbell Soup labels.  This is a very easy way for 

our school to earn  money.  We will have a school-

wide contest coming in the near future!   

Keep on cutting! 
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Hi, Iôm Carol Becker, Meadôs librarian.  Every month Iôll have a little section in the Mead 

Messenger to let you know about our library.  Iôm excited to have the opportunity to 

communicate with you.  

Iôm going to explain how parents can get a library barcode so that they can check out 

books, too!  Just stop by the library counter and youôll see a clipboard by the checkout 

area.  Youôll need to write your name and your studentôs teacherôs name on the list. In 

about 1 week, stop by again and check to see if your barcode is ready.  

Check out books:  

A. Before school  

B. During the school day  (If thereôs a class in line for checkout, please just wait until 

they are finished with checkout.  Then you can check out books!)  

C. Youôll be able to have the books for 2 weeks.  You can always renew them.  

D. When youôre finished with the books just put them in the book return box in the 

library. 

E. Have fun! 

                           - Carol BeckerðLibrarian ɵ 

 

Book Jacket  - Knowledge Take  Out

Running Club is òRunning for a Reasonó 

 What is the reason, you ask?  There are lots!  Not only are the kids are 

running to get some exercise, fill in their PE fitness calendars, and enjoy being outside, 

they each have an opportunity to finish 6 miles and ñcomplete a 10K.ò  Some students 

will ñfinishò twice!   There will be awards for students finishing 6 miles as well as awards 

just for participating in the Club!   Another reason to run is to participate in the Walk for 

Autism on October 13 (see the Walk article next page for more information.)   

 Running Club meets from now until October 24 on Mondays 3:00-3:40 (meet in the 

gym, parents must provide transportation home) and Wednesdays during morning re-

cess (meet behind the portables.)  Parents are welcome to bring siblings and join the 

Mead Community in the Running Club as well.  Itôs not too late to join.  We welcome 

anyone, anytime.  

Watch for mileage posters and photos as you visit the school.  Let your kids show you 

their progress! 

Thanks to the volunteers who make the Running Club possible:  Our PE teacher Mrs. 

Elston, Brigit Jansen, Jianyou Zhan, Joella Jarvi, Mahshid Daneshjoo, Claudette Clapper, 

Michelle Breecher, Brigitte Parsons, and all of the other parents who have been so sup-

portive. 

Beth Knapick beth@knapick.net & Julie Olson julieolson123@msn.com  

 Running Club Co-Chairs  ɵ 

THANK YOU!
 

What a great  

response weõve 

had on our  

initiative to go 

paperless for the 

Mead Messenger!  

519  students 

have elected to 

GO GREEN!  You 

are directly  

responsible in  

helping PTSA put 

more money 

where it can do 

more good!  

Want to change 

to paperless  

communication? 

Please contact 

Carlene Camera 

at 836 - 0843 or 

carlenecam-

era@comcast.net  
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PTSA Special Needs Group  

Please join the Mead Running Club for the Seattle Walk 

Now for Autism 5k Saturday, October 13, 2007 at the 

University of Washington Dempsey Indoor Arena.  This 

will be a fun filled morning with bouncy houses, face 

painting, professional athletes and much, much more.  

  

The walk starts at 10:00 am, but you can come anytime 

after 9:00 am to enjoy the fun.   It is a beautiful, lei-

surely 5k walk around the University of Washington 

campus.   

  

To join the Mead running club team go to 

www.autismwalk.org.  Scroll down to ñSEATTLE.ò Click 

on Join our growing list of teams .  Scroll down and 

find Mead Running Club  and click on Join 

Team .  Follow the rest of the directions from there and 

you will be registered.  

  

There is no entrance fee but donations are gladly ac-

cepted.  You can donate on the Mead Running Club 

page as well. 

  

Even if you are not in running club you can be part of 

this event and register under the Mead Running Club 

team.  Feel free to invite all of your friends and family to 

this fun filled walk.  

  

If you have any questions about the walk please feel 

free to contact Julie Shalaby via email at 

jmshalaby@hotmail.com.   

For more information about Autism Speaks you can go 

to their web -site at www.autismspeaks.org  ɵ 

 

 

 

Seattle Walk Now for Autism  

 

LWSD Resource Building  

16250 NE 74th St, Redmond 98052  

(Redmond Town Center)  

Call 425 -702 -3200 for directions  

7:00 -8:30 PM  

Tuesday, October 23, 2007  

 

Our new Director of Special Education, Paul Vine, will 

show his informative PowerPoint presentation which 

highlights his vision for Special Education in our district.  

This is a super opportunity to learn about the direction 

in which our district is headed and about the terrific 

partnerships that are being formed between our district 

and organizations in the community.  

Lindy O'Keefe and parent Michele Lehosky from the 

"Community Inclusion Program" of Pierce County will 

talk about ways to advocate for  your child so that they 

can be included in the classroom and in their commu-

nity. You can go to: http://www.washingtonpave.com/

ci/about.asp to learn more about this fantastic program.  

FYI: The districtôs new ñSpecial Education Guideò is now 

online! Go to: http://www.lwsd.org/PARENTS/SPECIAL-

EDUCATION/Pages/default.aspx (Look under 

ñHighlightsò and then click on ñSpecial Education 

Guideò). 

Contact Beth Angelo, Chairperson for the LWSD PTSA 

Special Needs Group if you would like to be added to 

the group's email list 4bangelo3@verizon.net ž 

http://www.autismspeaks.org/
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Our Annual 

Hopelink 

Food Drive 

will be 

coming 

November! 

Stay Tuned 

for more 

Info!   

 

Get ReadyñItõs Picture Day! 

Check the list below to find out what day your  

child(ren) will be having their individual school pictures taken. Pic-

ture envelopes will be coming home Friday, Sept. 28.  Please 

check your student's backpack.  Picture retakes will be November 

13.  Classroom and group photos will be taken in 2008.  

For more information, contact:  Deborah Gross at debsue22@hotmail.com or Lee Patz-

man at lapatzman@yahoo.com. ɵ 

Tuesday, October 2  

Basch  

Beluche  

Brekke  

Eason  

Escamilla  

Holman  

Jefferies  

Jensen  

Nelson  

Pace-Garney  

Penton  

Pollock  

Turner  

Viamonte  

Wednesday, October 3  

Austin  

Brady  

Cameron  

Case/Gomez  

Falls  

Fitzmaurice  

Fisher  

Haworth/Drummon  

Kirchmeier  

Kraft  

LeRoy  

Schafer  

Wilson  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  

Volunteers are needed for the Vision and Hearing screening on 

Thursday October 25th.  A brief training will be provided around 

8:00 am and testing will be completed around 1:30.   Lunch will be 

provided.  No experience is necessary.  

If you are available to volunteer for this important event please con-

tact Jenean Hatlelid at jeneanh@hotmail.com or 425-765-1940. ɵ 

Vision and Hearing Time 
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Safety at Crosswalks  

We ask everyone in our community to pay particular attention when 

approaching any crosswalks around the Mead school grounds.  

Please be extra cautious as you enter these areas, slowing down 

and watching for the Safety Patrols to provide direction to all drivers 

in order to ensure the safety of our children coming to and from 

school each day.  In the past few weeks some drivers have not 

stopped for the guards or have driven their cars in the crosswalks in 

an effort to rush the children through these safe -crossing areas.  We 

cannot allow our childrenôs safety to be compromised and ask for 

everyoneôs immediate attention to this issue.  Thank you!  ɵ 

They are in need of a 

home...and the new revolv-

ing Lost and Found proce-

dure at Mead will hopefully 

help.  The coats, sweat-

shirts, sweaters, etc. are 

already piling up and itôs 

only been three weeks into 

the school 

year!  Any unclaimed items will be do-

nated on a monthly basis.  

Hereôs how it works:  We will have a 

standing rack located in the atrium area 

inside the school by the Kindergarten 

pod.  All current items will be on display, 

marked with a colored dot indicating the 

month and date of when it was left at 

Lost and Found.  Items will be 

marked and hung daily as they are 

found. A different colored dot will indi-

cate the next month.  

At the end of each month, the  items that were on 

display will go into a "HOLDING" bin, which will be 

donated at the end of the next month (i.e., Septem-

ber's will go into the bin for  the month of October and 

donated at the end of October).   This should give par-

ents ample time to take a look at those items before 

they are donated and the 

next batch goes in! We are 

happy to say that Rosa Parks 

Elementary will be receiving 

our first batch of donated 

items to help stock their 

emergency prep station.  

Clothes arenôt the only items we have found!  

We have lost belts, lunch boxes, scarves, 

water bottles, even a dog leash!  

In order to help find the rightful owners, WE  

SUGGEST THAT YOU LABEL YOUR CHIL-

DREN'S ITEMS!   All pieces of clothing and 

such will be inspected for a name and will  be 

returned to the child at school if possi-

ble.  This would greatly diminish our large 

pile of lost items!   

We encourage you to check the Lost and 

Found area if you notice that your child 

seems to be missing something. We realize 

how expensive it is when you have to replace those 

valuable items!  If you have any questions, please 

contact Lost and Found co-chairs Lillie Mano @ 

rlmano@comcast.net , or Carlene Camera @ carlene-

camera@comcast.net. ɵ 

J . Smith 

Lost and Found Now Open for Business!  

 

 

Please  

label all 

your  

childrenõs 

clothing & 

items 

 


