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Rest Assured...We are Prepared! 

  

At Margaret Mead, we take your children's safety very seriously.  Our Emer-

gency Prep Committee consists of staff members Doug Johnson and Kevin 

Jeffries, as well as PTSA members Eric Jarvi and Amy Weisner.  Together we 

oversee all aspects of emergency preparation at the school including emer-

gency supplies, development and instruction of emergency systems, and co-

ordinate emergency drills.   

  

Every month, our students practice drills to be sure they are ready for an 

emergency.  So far we have had two fire drills, an earthquake drill, and a lock 

down drill.  In January, we will have our second lock down drill and the Sam-

mamish Police will be on site to double check our system.  Based on our pre-

vious performances, I look forward to their feedback.  Can you believe that 

we are able to evacuate our entire building including over 650 students and 

staff in under 4 minutes?!  

  

In preparation for a large -scale disaster, we have a developed Incident Com-

mand System in which every staff member has a role.  Last year the staff 

went through a "tabletop scenario" exercise and this year we plan to do even 

more to prepare everyone for a serious emergency. 

  

We hope that our students will never have to deal with a real emergency but 

please know that should an emergency occur, your children's safety has been 

carefully planned for and that your loved ones are in good hands.  

- Doug Johnson, Vice Principal 
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From Co -President Amy Hernandez 

I hope that you all had a joyous and relaxing holiday and 

New Year.  But most of all, however you spent your 

break, I hope you enjoyed the time you had together 

with your family.  It's a new calendar year and we have 

many things to look forward to at Mead. 

We are doing great with our PACE fundraiser!  I encour-

age you to continue to visit participating merchants who 

will all donate 5% of each purchase you make to Mead.  If 

you are not a PACE member it is never too late to 

join.  Just go to www.4pace.com.  Talk to your friends 

who have registered and most of them will tell you that they have received rebate 

checks that exceed the amount it cost them to register.  Plus Mead has earned over 

$3,500 as of December. See the next page for more details on PACE. 

January and February are actually quiet months with very little planned.  Before we know 

it, we will be on mid-winter break!  Typically, January and February are when the planning 

begins for the big events we have later in the year.  In March, we have the Used Book Fair 

and the Pancake Breakfast.  We also have the Science Fair and Art Walk.  Finally, this year 

we are scheduled to have the Jamboree.  For those of you new to our school, this is our 

school carnival.  Unfortunately, we do not yet have a chairperson to plan the Jambo-

ree.  The chair position can be done by one person or can be done by a group.  It is im-

portant that we have a chair in place by the beginning of February otherwise we may not 

be able to have the Jamboree this year.  There are many volunteers willing to help out, 

they just need someone to coordinate them!  If you or a group of your friends are inter-

ested in organizing this very popular event, please contact any member of the PTSA 

board. 

The time has come to find a nominating committee.  We are looking for people who are 

willing to help find parents who would serve on next year's PTSA Board of Directors.  It 

is not a difficult job and only requires a few meetings of the nominating committee.  There 

is a training session on January the 31to learn how to find the best candidates for each 

position.  If you are interested in being a member of our nominating committee, please 

contact Megan Bean. 

I did not intend for this letter to be a plea for help and volunteers but it seems to be just 

that.  We have 5 months of school left this year and we can accomplish so much for our 

kids if we all help out a little bit. 

I wish you all a happy and successful New Year!  ɵ 

 

 

http://www.4pace.com


Fundraising Efforts are Paying Off!  

Thank you for your support of our primary fundraiser, 

PACE-Parents and Community Businesses for Education. 

As of December 2, 2007, we  

have earned $3,835.12!  

Registrations are active for one full year from registra-

tion, so remember to  keep shopping at the participating 

businesses to receive your rebate checks and  to keep 

earning Mead 5% of every transaction.  

The program is still expanding and we 

will update our parents throughout the 

year with new businesses that are be-

ing added.  Stay tuned!  ɵ 
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Boundary Changes  

Six different scenarios for possible boundary changes 

were put out by the boundary change committee on 

November 30.  They have narrowed those scenarios 

down to three.   If you havenôt seen these yet you can 

see them as well as all updates on the boundary 

change at http://www.lwsd.org/News/Boundary -

Change-News/Pages/default.aspx. 

There is a planned Open House for all concerned par-

ents and residents this week. For information regard-

ing the results of that meeting, go to www.lwsd.org/

News/Boundary-Change-News/Pages/default.aspx, the 

Boundary Change news page on the district Web site, 

for the latest updates. ɵ 

Membership News 

Help your childôs class win a Krispy Kreme party! 

The PTSA membership contest for the New Year includes a doughnut party for each grade 

level. The classroom (per grade) with the most PTSA members, wins.  The contest runs 

through January 18 so if you havenôt joined yet, now is the time. Each teacher has extra 

forms if you need them, or you can find them at the front desk.  

The annual family membership fees are $21, individual $13, and staff $10.  

Please help us meet our membership goals and help your childôs class win a party! For more information on Mar-

garet Meadôs PTSA please call Lisa Richerson at 425-868-0104. Membership also includes a school phone direc-

tory. ɵ 

 

PTSA  Nominating Committee Needs YOU!  

 

Volunteers needed for the PTSA Nominating Committee to help create next year's PTSA Board of Directors.  If you're 

interested, please contact Megan Bean at dougandmeg@gmail.com.  There will be training on January 31 for anyone 

interested.  ɵ 

Holiday Gift Shoppe Thank You!  

Many thanks to all the wonderful and festive volunteers that made Holiday Gift Shoppe 2007 a great 

success!  To our parent helpers, price checkers, shopping elves, cashiers, merchandise assistants, wrap-

pers, greeters, Starbucks, and our Mead Merry Merchantsðthank you very much!  ɵ 

- Co-Chairs, Carlene Camera and Jenean Hatlelid 

Thanks! 

http://www.lwsd.org/News/Boundary-Change-News/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lwsd.org/News/Boundary-Change-News/Pages/default.aspx
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Lucky Mead!!!  

LWSD subscribes to the following data bases to help students with research.  What is 

really nice is that LWSD provides usernames and passwords for LWSD students so that 

they can use these terrific resources at home as well!  Try them out!  

World Book Online : www.worldbookonline.com; user name: lakewashington;  

password: worldbook 

Encyclopedia Britannica Online: www.school.eb.com/elementary;  

user name: lakewashington; password: eb 

ELibrary & Proquest: www.proquestk12.com; customer #: 60 -30592;  

password: bigchalk 

SIRS: http://discoverer.sirs.com; customer #: WA1097H; password: 18305  

CultureGrams: http://online.culturgrams.com/; User ID: lakewashsd;  

password: culture 

AND!!! If you want to access Mead Libraryôs book collection which is our library catalog: 

Destiny:  http://lwsdlib.lkwash.wednet.edu/  

                           - Carol BeckerðLibrarian ɵ 

 

Book Jacket  - Knowledge Take  Out

Itõs Never 

Too Late to 

Register for 

PACE! 

Visit our PTSA 

website: 

www.meadptsa.com 

 

 

 

The Staff Appreciation Committee would like to extend a big Thank You for all 

the help in making the  Holiday Soup Luncheon such a success for our 

Staff.   We would like to acknowledge  our wonderful parent alums Janet Oneil, 

Carol Milloy, Jona Bolin not only for getting the ball rolling  for us but contributing won-

derful soups, salads and desserts to the Luncheon when their children no longer attend 

Mead.   

Thanks goes to Jenna Hansen, Deborah Gross, Mary Cavanagh, Kim Briggs, Kaaren 

Daugherty, Shawn Luders, Laurie Uptagrafft  for all their tasty soups, salads and bread. 

We will be holding more fun luncheon surprises for the staff in the future. If anyone is 

interested in helping out, please contact; Nicci Dahl  jndahl@hotmail.com or Alison 

Cushing at cushngang@comcast.net.  ɵ 

Staff Appreciation  
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Keeping Children Healthy  

Cold and flu season is here. As a parent, 

what can you do to keep your child 

healthy and to help keep other children 

healthy? First, please remind your chil-

dren about these three basic health 

practices that will reduce their chances of getting sick 

and spreading it to others:  

1. Wash your hands ï itôs the single most important 

thing you can do, scrubbing with warm, soapy 

water for at least 20 seconds. 

2. Do not touch your eyes, nose and mouth 

3. Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when 

coughing and sneezing. 

 

Second, hereôs advice from King County Public Health 

regarding the symptoms that mean you should keep 

your child home from school:  

Fever ï over 100 degrees F. orally. Temperature 

should remain normal (98.6 degrees) for 24 hours be-
fore returning to school.  

Diarrhea ï more than one episode in a 24 hour period 

Vomiting ï within the past 24 hours  

Rash ï body rashes not associated with heat, or aller-

gic reactions to medications 

Drainage from the eye ï the eye crusted and difficult 
to open, especially upon waking 

Sore throat ï especially if associated with fever or 

swollen glands 

Appearance/behavior ï unusually tired, pale, lack of 
appetite, difficult to wake, confused  

Nasal discharge (yellow or greenish) ï Chronic sinus 

infections can cause a yellow or greenish discharge and 
are not contagious but should be followed by a physi-

cian. However, if your childôs nasal mucus has a color 
and is accompanied by a fever and/or coughing, sneez-

ing, drowsiness, and general signs of not feeling well, 

your child may be contagious and should remain at 
home until the symptoms subside. 

If you have any questions about whether your child 

should stay home, please consult your physician. ɵ 

 

Nuisance Items  

Any items that can create disruption or 

detract from an orderly school environ-

ment should not be at school.  However, if 

they are brought to school and interfere 

with the educational process, the item(s) will be confis-

cated for parent pick up.  Items include but are not lim-

ited to electronic devices, pagers, radio tape play-

ers, cell phones, MP3, and CD players .  These are 

not permitted during school hours 8:30 -3:00. Student 

cell phones must be ñOFFò and put away during 

school hours 8:30-3:00. Skateboards, rollerblades, 

rollerblade shoes, scooters, or other such equip-

ment are not allowed to be used on campus .  If 

brought to school, these items must be stored in the 

office during school hours.  Any article can become a 

disruption and be confiscated by school staff for parent 

pick up.  ɵ 

 

Personal Items  

Mead Elementary strongly advises that 

students bring to school only those items 

which are necessary and essential for 

learning.  Personal items which are valuable, 

inappropriate, or may provide to be a nuisance should 

be left at home.  Mead cannot be held responsible for 

damage to or loss of items brought to school which is 

not allowed by school rules, or unnecessary to the 

learning process.  ž 

 

Yearbook Pictures Wanted!  

Please send any pictures you think are ñyearbook wor-

thyò to  Randi Ganulin at randiganulin@comcast.net or 

Alllyson Danas at e.danas@verizon.net at your earliest 

convenience. ɵ 

A Few Gentle Reminders 
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Mark your calendar, WA State 

PTA Legislative Focus Day is 

Wednesday February 13, 2008  

 

The PTA mission is all about speaking on 

behalf of children and encouraging pa-

rental involvement.  In support of our 

mission, PTA member delegates from 

across the state come together each 

October to adopt a legislative issues 

platform at the WSPTA Legislative As-

sembly.  This yearsô Legislative Assembly 

was held October 5-6 in SeaTac, WA.  

The legislative platform developed by 

our members also includes priority is-

sues which will receive an extra lobbying 

emphasis this year.   

Legislative Focus Day is one of the next 

steps in the PTA advocacy process and 

is intended to deliver a strong message 

to the state legislature.  Each year in 

January or February, PTA members from 

throughout the state join together on a 

special day to contact their elected law-

makers in Olympia.  The goal of Focus 

Day is to deliver a uniform and consis-

tent message about PTAôs top legislative 

priorities to as many lawmakers as pos-

sible. You will also have the opportunity 

to participate in other activities, such as 

general sessions led by speakers who 

can help you better understand our ad-

vocacy work for this session, Capitol 

Campus tours, and legislative hearings.  

Now, PTA needs your help and support 

to make the next Focus Day a success!   

Talking with legislators is very important 

and itôs easy because theyôre regular 

people who do want to hear from you, 

their constituents.  As parents, grand-

parents, and educators, PTA members 

know all about the needs of our chil-

dren, so you can provide great insight 

and expert advice to legislators. 

How can individual members and local 

units participate and prepare for this 

important advocacy event?  Start by 

planning to participate.  No experience is 

necessary and there are several ways 

for members to become involved. 

Traveling to Olympia can be fun and 

educational, and meeting legislators face 

to face is effective.  Parents may also 

want to bring students with them, so 

check with your teachers or school prin-

cipal.  If you canôt take the day off, ask 

a grandparent to join your PTA and go 

in your place.     

If you canôt travel to Olympia, members 

can participate virtually by sending email 

messages or calling their legislators.  

WSPTA provides an easy to use tool that 

includes sample letters and talking 

points in our Legislative Action Center 

on-line at: www.wastatepta.org/

legislation.htm.  This tool canôt be effec-

tive unless our members make use of it, 

so please give it a try.   

Make an investment this year to support 

PTA advocacy on February 13, 2008.  

The time and effort you devote working 

on behalf of the children of Washington 

State can pay big dividends.   

For more information, please contact 

Julie Wright via email at  

Julie.wright@7wrights.com.   ɵ 

Are you ready for WSPTA Legislative  

Focus Day?  

February 13  

 

FOCUS 

DAY  

In 

Olympia!  
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By  Julie Wright  

 

This year Math and Science Education was again voted the 2nd highest priority for the WSPTA.  

50% failure rates on the 10th grade math WASL, and 2/3 failure rates for science keep this issue 

burning in the forefront for parents and educators.   

Improving math and science is also a top priority among WA education policy - makers.  With rec-

ommendations from the WA Learns Task Force, the 2007 Legislature passed bill 2SHB 1906 to attract more math and 

science teachers, provide more support for teachers and students, and to realign Washington State math and science 

standards, curricula, and assessments to world-class standards.  WSPTA was on the forefront to advocate for these im-

provements and we thank Governor Gregoire and the legislature for acting upon our concerns. 

Since then the State Board of Education (SBE) convened a panel of mathematicians, educators, parents, 

and industry leaders to oversee the revision of WAôs math system.  SBE also hired national experts to 

compare Washingtonôs math standards to the best national and international standards.  Their report, 

Washington State Mathematics Standards Review and Recommendations, can be found at their website, 

www.sbe.wa.gov.  Now itôs up to the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OPSI) to revise 

WAôs math standards according those recommendations.  If followed, they will provide a balanced, 

world-class approach to math.  The process to revise the science standards began this fall.  

Although the SBE and OSPI are working on an ambitious time-line to revise the math and science systems, the improve-

ments could take several years before filtering down to students in the classrooms.  In the interim, schools can take 

positive steps towards a successful transition by following recommendations from the report, such as those for grades K -

8 found on pg 21 ï 22: 

 

1.  Anchor basic arithmetic operations in the place value system.  

2.  Strengthen the development of addition and subtraction concepts by linking them to place 

value, grouping, and regrouping.  

3.  Memorize single -digit addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division facts.  

4.  Place a higher priority on fractions and present them in a structured, coherent fashion begin-

ning in early elementary grades.  

5.  Fortify grade 3 curriculum to develop understanding of number concepts using place value by 

applying the commutative and distributive property to see how the standard algorithm for mul-

tiplication comes about.  

6.  Beginning in 4th grade, develop the standard long division algorithm to build estimation and 

approximation skills, setting students up for success in calculus.  

7.  Stress multi -step word problems for all K -8 mathematics.  

 

Working together at the state and local levels, we can help all WA children receive the world -class math and science 

education they need for the 21st century.  For more information, please contact Julie Wright at 

Julie.wright@7wrights.com.   ɵ 

 

 



FYI 

  Mead will 

sponsor a food 

drive in 

November for 

Hope Link. 

Stay tuned for 

more details.  
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Community News 

The Sammamish Library has free tutoring/help with homework after school from 4 -6 

pm for K-12 grade students.  Contact them at 868-7444 or visit the library for more in-

formation.   

 

Sammi Awards are March 8th and the committee is currently recruiting volun-

teers.  Specifically they are looking for volunteer youth dancers to perform at the 

Sammi Awards You can contact Cary Young at youngcarynchris@aol.com if you are in-

terested in volunteering at this event.  

 

Chamber of Commerce News:  Farmers Market begins May 21 on Wednesday eve-

nings from 4-8 pm at City Hall.  There will be several booths set aside for youth entre-

preneurs.  These are for Sammamish kids who want to participate as a vendor.   

 

Eastlake Music Students Will Compete in "School of Rock Battle of the Bands"  

Battle of the Bands is being sponsored by KZOK and the school with the winning band 

will receive $10,000.00 toward their band program.   On Monday, December 10, the 

Eastlake High School music department recorded a piece to be broadcast on KZOK 

(Classic Rock 102.5 FM).  It will be aired as part of the "School of Rock Battle of the 

Bands" which has a grand prize of $10,000. You can vote for your favorite school at 

http://schooloftherockcontest.com/.  

 

City of Sammamish is now accepting demos for family - friendly bands  to perform in 

various community events sponsored by the city in 2008.   Demos may be mailed to City 

Hall or dropped off at the front deck, please label all demo packages clearly and mark 

them care of Lynne Handlos, Recreation Coordinator 

 

Internet Addiction Presentation:  January 16, 2008,  7:00 pm,  EHS Theater   

Eastlake PTSA is proud to have Dr. Hilarie Cash presenting a program on Internet Ad-

diction. Dr. Cash is an author, teacher and speaker.  She has appeared on ABC News, 

CNN, NPR, PBS and the BBC.  Dr. Cash has also written articles for the Seattle Times, 

USA Today, News and World Report and the New York Times.  Her program will be on 

the signs, effects and treatment of internet addiction.  Your teens are encourage to at-

tend with their parents.  Internet addiction is becoming more prevalent in our society.  

It is an addiction that affects school age children as well as adults.  

 

Traffic Safety:  Parents, are you concerned about traffic safety around the school or 

your neighborhood?  The City of Sammamish has a program called the Radar/

Readerboard Project that our community can take advantage of to help make our 

school and neighborhood streets safer.  There is no charge for this service.  It involves 

only a little time from volunteers at your school (at drop off and pick up times.   Through 

the use of radar/readerboard equipment, volunteers monitor speeds of cars and record 

the information which is then given to the City of Sammamish.   The City of Sammamish 

police department will provide the equipment and training for interested volun-

teers.  Please contact Robert Baxter, Administrative Sergeant of the Sammamish PD at 

295-0770 if you are interested in learning more about this project.    ɵ 
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Page 9 Congratulations to our Mustang Awards Winners 

Academic 

Seidi Hakkanen  

Tunde Akinyemi 

Birkley  Meade  

Cameron Bowers 

Jessica Knapick  

McKayla Jin 

Melia Snyder  

Amber Jarvi  

Maria Bakhmetyeva 

Edvin Sanders 

Sophie Zebala 

Michael Zygmunt 

Payton King 

Paige Waggoner 

Nolan Fagerness  

Julia Lustig 

Hans Boettcher 

Mitchell Young  

Nicole Kimia Daeila 

Panni Orban 

Parker Sinclair 

Dale Su 

Jack Hart 

Jaxon Reynolds 

Matthew Mano  

Alexander Hugli 

Natalie Alvis 

Howard Peng  

Jacob McComas 

Polly Hitchcock 

Kangli Si 

Jacqueline Tessler 

Lucas Timmerman 

Ryan Hibbison  

Ricky Conn 

Justin Armbruester 

Mitchell Crowley  

Caitlin Bowers  

Paudra Foroutan 

Ryan Barney 

Prajju Mantha 

Thiago Bandeira 

Amelia Johnson  

Greta Elves 

Jack Iudice 

John Nelson 

Mari Cuevas 

Adam Iov  

Mia Huff  

Caroline DeStefano 

Nicole Busacca 

Shane Cornfield 

Christina Nickolaychuck 

Perry Allenspach 

Christina Hsiao 

Callum Batty 

Kyle Laubscher 

Andrei Morozov  

Katie Palmer 

 Allison Crowe 

Chris Polito  

Life Skills 

Jesse Lewis 

Heather McOmber 

Jamie Feld  

Kate Olson 

Johnathan Reid 

Haelyn Seo 

Makenna Carges 

Mia Kumar 

Rachel Hibbison 

Treven Barry  

Andre Marineau 

Jessica Dankberg 

Skylar King 

Max Eberhardt 

Erin Jensen 

Kyle Baisler 

Nathan Evans 

Brandon  Zhan   

Grace Camera 

Mitchell Johnson 

 Jacob Shalaby 

Tracy Dankberg 

Hannah Stone 

Nathan Johnson   

Katie Musolino 

Orianna Welcome 

Toluwani Oluwa-Tofehinto  

Sebastian Fallah Moghadam 

Sydney Beckham 

Patrick Palmer 

Sara Tetrick 

Alisa Muench 

Peter Truckenmiller 

Megan Clay 

Abigail Hunter 

Calvin Kordel  

Sara Hansen 

Matthew Braun 

Corina Jones 

Kira Smith 

Lance Giese  

Katie Tantillo  

Davis Bean 

Leslye Pena 

Lucy Lehman 

Riley McCleery  

Catherine Hatlelid  

Marche Byrd 

Victoria Bernacki 

AJ Riani 

Mary Mattea-Kraft 

Eric Giese 

Murron Workman 

Johann Krueger 

Ida Kondori 

Natalie Berres 

Samuel Gudgin 

Ellie Markette 

Mustang Citizenship 

Anthony Hernandez 

Chloe Walker 

Griffin Glover 

Sophiana James 

Mikeeli Houston 

Neri Diomedi 

Maya Kunhardt-Davison 

Skyler Bratton 

Rachel Roberson 

Lucy Coote 

Scott Cavanaugh 

Karter Lewis 

Haylee Langton 

Blaine Minton 

William Ronneburg 

Cole Nason 

Elsbeth Johnson 

Kaitlyn Cameron 

Christopher  Taras 

Xander Davidson 

Jackson Dahl 

Colin Johns 

Amanda Crowe 

Greg Lauer 

Anastaisa Kosykh 

Aaron Burnham 
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Box Tops Contest  

Our annual contest will be the week of February 11-15.  Keep 

clipping those Box Tops from popular items (Cheerios, Ziplock 

bags, Kleenex , é) and have your child bring them to their 

classroom in February.  Two classrooms in each category (K-2, 

3-4, 5-6) will win a prize!  More details on the contest to come 

on Parent Organizer.   

A friendly inter -elementary school competition.  In addition to the classroom competi-

tions, we will be competing against Samantha Smith Elementary to see which school can col-

lect the most Box Tops.  We will count all Box Tops collected through February 15.  The win-

ner gets $100 for their library!  

Make collectors out of friends and family.  Mention Box Tops to family, friends, and cowork-

ers and have them too clip those Box Tops.  Maybe even setup a collection container (for a 

constant reminder) and watch the pile of Box Tops grow!  

For a comprehensive list of participating products, visit www.boxtops4education.com.   

Questions?  Please contact Jerrie Crook at 425-894-2938 or jerriecrook@hotmail.com.  ɵ 

Class photos will be taken on Tuesday, January 15 (however, Ms. 

Schaferôs class will be taken on Wednesday, January 16).   Group pic-

tures (choir, sound crew, orchestra, band, safety patrol, student advi-

sory, battle of the books participants, running club and student lunch-

room helpers) will be taken on Wednesday, January 16.   

Please turn in the ORDER ENVELOPE to your teacher on or before January 15.  

Questions:  Deborah Gross 425-836-8364 or Lee Patzman 425-868-5134. ɵ 

Itõs time for Class and Group Pictures! 

Celebrate Martin Luther King  

Back by popular demand, A World of Imagination, will  performing  

ñMLKò on Wednesday, January 16 to our K-2 at 9:00 am and again 

to grades 3-6 at 10:45 am.  This educational acting troupe travels to 

schools bringing a new and fun way to learn about important histori-

cal figures and events. Parents are invited to attend this special as-

sembly. Should you require more information, please contact Jennie 

Davidson at 836-4326 or jenniedavidson@msn.com.  ɵ 
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From Principal Rothaus 
January 2008 

Dear Parents and Friends of Margaret Mead, 

I hope you had a very relaxing vacation, enjoying winter traditions with family and friends.  With 

our three boys getting older each year, our family traditions are being especially appreciated.  

Our children seem to grow up too quickly!  

It is hard to believe that we are already welcoming in the year 2008!  Our new year holds many opportunities as we 

work together toward continuous improvement for all students at Margaret Mead Elementary School.  This year our staff 

has identified the following areas of focus for our school:  

Reading -Improve reading comprehension skills and demonstrate comprehension by utilizing information 

from the text with multiple details and/or examples.    

Writing-Strengthen and developing student writing skills by focusing on the area of content, organization, 

and style in all forms of writing.  

Math -Focus on strategies which increase student understanding on the content of Number Sense with a 

focus on computational fluency. 

Science-Consistently implement the scientific investigation process in order to improve "Inquiry in Science."  

As a school, we continue to explore and learn effective instructional practices which deepen every studentôs mathemati-

cal thinking.  Todayôs world is more mathematical than yesterdayôs and tomorrowôs world will be more mathematical 

than todayôs.  We know that we must increase the amount of mathematical knowledge EACH student has by the time 

he/she graduates from high school.  The knowledge held by previous generations is no longer sufficient and will cer-

tainly not be sufficient when todayôs kindergarteners graduate from high school.  The stronger studentsô mathematical 

knowledge is the more options students will find before them.  We must keep their options open!  Providing each stu-

dent greater opportunities for success in mathematics will call on the resources and commitments of all members of our 

school community-in partnership with one another.  

In working toward our goal in Mathematics this year, one change in the curriculum offerings for students in grades K -3 

is that these students will be using a program called ñMath Facts in a Flashò as they begin each session in the computer 

lab.  We are also purchasing more ñMath Facts in a Flashò licenses for students in grades 4-6 to use when they come to 

computer lab.  Students in grades 3-6 will be using ñMath Facts in a Flash, in addition to Accelerated Math which we use 

in each classroom (either as classroom work or homework) for developing fluency with computation.  These programs 

will be used to reinforce the work classroom teachers are implementing to help students form the conceptual framework 

of understanding for developing skills in computational fluency.  These strategies are used in our classrooms every day, 

in addition to basic skill practice such as flash cards.    

In addition, Mrs. Austin is going to be offering the Mustang Math Challenge twice per month enabling all Mead students 

to investigate a variety of mathematical problems to be solved.  The students involved will have two weeks to return 

their Grade Level Math Challenge activity in the appropriate popcorn container.  The names of students involved from 

each grade level will be acknowledged during morning announcements. Students will be invited to participate through 

morning announcements and teacher encouragement. 

In terms of our focus on writing this year, we are looking forward to upcoming opportunities for our staff to join with 

other school staff members within the Eastlake Learning Community to develop our skills and knowledge in the areas of 

content, organization, and style in all forms of writing .  Recently, staff from Mead in grades 3-6 joined with other schools 

  

Continued next  page 



After -School Art Work Shop  

Winter 2008 

There are still spots available in this popu-

lar Art Work Shop.  We are excited to 

continue to inspire new and returning stu-

dents to explore their creativity and artistic expression in 

this multi -media workshop.  -  Anna, Joyce and Randi 

  

What: After-school art classes with an emphasis on a 

mixture of: CREATIVITY and the multiple ways it can be 

expressed, exploring a variety of RAW MATERIALS, new 

and found, 2 and 3 dimensional projects, artistic TECH-

NIQUE, and ART HISTORY with zing!  

When: 8 Wednesdays, 1:30 - 3:00pm. Winter session 

dates: January 23rd, 30th, February 6th, 13th and 27th, 

March 5th, 12th, and 19th, 2008  

Cost : $85.00 per student, plus $15.00 lab fee for art ma-

terials 

Logistics: Classes will be divided into 2-3 age groups; pro-

jects will cover a wide range of art techniques and will be 

tailored to each age group. Topics will include drawing, 

painting, collage, assemblage, sculpture and design. Note: 

We will be teaching an all-new project list!  ɵ 

within the Eastlake Learning Community to observe a professional developer in writing and content -area literacy in 

order to learn some new strategies for helping students develop their style in writing.  This will be followed up by 

the professional developer leading a presentation for all teachers at Mead and other elementary schools in the East-

lake Learning Community.  The presenter will focus on helping teachers learn ideas to help their students grow in 

their skills along with creating a passion for writing!  

The staff and I want to share our appreciation for your support as we continue to work together to help students 

meet academic and lifelong skills expectations.  Your shared commitment to the success of Meadôs students sets a 

powerful example of the partnership we celebrate within our school community.  I appreciate the part each and 

every one of you plays in this partnership for this is what makes Mead truly a great school!  

Enjoy the first month of 2008.  Thank you for sharing your children with us!  ɵ 

  

Continued from previous page ...From Mrs. Rothaus 

Whatõs SAC? 

Our Student Advisory Council or SAC is a leadership 

team at Mead made up of two students from each 

class in grades 3-6.   The SAC reps represent the 

ideas and thoughts of their class and share informa-

tion from the meeting back to their classes.   They also 

share with their little buddy classes.  Here are a few 

highlights you should know about:   

J The focus of SAC this year is on community ser-

vice and helping the environment and school. 

J So far this year, SAC reps have helped with the 

Hopelink Food Drive, made posters for various 

PTSA events and made holiday ornaments for the 

Spiritwood Retirement Community.  In addition, 

SAC reps are responsible for the morning an-

nouncements and sponsor school-wide spirit days 

each month. 

J Starting in March, they will sponsor the Pennies 

for Patients drive which raises money for children 

with cancer. 

J Four Wednesday afternoons, they will also help 

with the beautification of Mead by picking up 

trash.  Due to the colder weather, the first clean 

up will occur on Wednesday, January 16, during 

first recess.  ɵ 


