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No Changes for Mead! -Boundary Plan Selected

At its February 11 meeting, the Board of Directors of the Lake Washington
School District approved the proposed change in boundaries for elementary
schools on the Sammamish plateau. Superintendent Chip Kimball recom-
mended that the Board approve the boundary plan as proposed; the recom-
mendation was unanimously approved. The boundary changes determine
which students will attend a new elementary school that was built to alleviate
overcrowding at other schools in the area.

These changes will affect primarily McAuliffe and Smith Elementary Schools,
as well as a smaller number of students from Alcott Elementary. Mead Ele-
mentary and Blackwell Elementary boundaries remain unchanged by the
process.

Al dm gratified that
process of boundary determination for
Lundvall, chair of the committee that
worked hard to find the best solution to meeting as many of the different
needs of students, families and

community members

school

The boundary approval occurs in time for kindergarten registration, which
begins on March 6, from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. Families with prospective kinder-
garten students who live in the boundary now approved for the new school,
known as site 52, will be able to register their students at Smith Elementary.
All other kindergarten students should be registered at their neighborhood
school, according to the new boundaries.

The committee charged with developing the new boundaries began meeting
in August, 2007. It conducted three web surveys and held an open house,
getting input from a large portion of the parents of the 2095 students who
could potentially be affected. A total of 1,131 community members responded
to the surveys or provided input at the open house (includes multiples). A
section of the district Website housed press releases, maps and enrollment
projections for the draft and proposed scenarios. There were over 24,000
page views of this section of the Web site. In addition, 15 community mem-
bers e-mailed or wrote to the district or committee outside of the survey com-
ments.

About Lake Washington: Lake Washington School District is the sixth largest
district in the state of Washington. It has more than 23,000 students in 49
schools located in Kirkland, Redmond, and Sammamish.

Go to www.lwsd.org/News/Boundary -Change-News/Pages/default.aspx, the
Boundary Change news page on the district Web site, for the latest updates.
e
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From Co -President Heidi Whittington Page 2

Dear Fellow Mead Parents,

| hope you all had a restful mid -winter break? Hopefully
your family is healthy with all the illness that has been
floating around. If we all continue to wash our hands and
spray the Lysol we should make it through this flu season!
See page 4 for more tips to keep your children healthy.

We have had a quiet few months at Mead, but excite-
ment is just around the corner. Read Across America will
be March 3-7 and the ever-famous Dr. Seuss will be visit-
ing Mead along with Thing 2 and 1. Kindergarten regis-
tration is March 6where we will be welcoming a group of new students to our
school. Please contact Cheryl Lewis atmmicron@msn.com if you are interested in
helping with this important day. Skate King will be March 7 which is one of the more
popular events at Mead. This year we are running the Used Book Fair and the Pan-
cake Breakfast on the same day, March 15. Please watch for used book requests at
the beginning of March. Start looking at your bookshelves. This is a good time to thin
out the books and support the school. This year Art Night will be on March 27. This
is a great opportunity to come vVview your
working on in their classrooms.

The PACE fundraising program continues to do well for our school. We recently
had a contest to sign up two new members in order to qualify for the Nintendo Wii
drawing. We had a Kindergarten student win the grand prize! If you are interested in
signing up for PACE, it is not too late, check it out at www.4pace.com.

Our most popular event, JAMBOREE, is still without a chair . If we do not find a
chair or group of individuals willing to coordinate the event, it will be cancelled. If you
are interested in assisting, please contact Minerva Davis at
muffinas07 @comcast.net

The nominating committee is underway looking for potential board members for
the upcoming 2008-2009 school year. If you know of anyone who would be a good
board member or if you would be interested yourself, please contact Megan Bean at
dougandmeg@gmail.com

Spring break this year is March 31-April 4. Some of you may have plans to escape
to a tropical |l ocation. Others wil!l be hopi
wish for both!

-
M Heidi Whittington
Co-PTSA President A
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Art Night
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Join in the fun and activities on art night
"Art, The Universal Language" Thursday,
March 27 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. The gym
is filled with art that every student has a
masterpiece to display. Enjoy music and
refreshments.

J ity

Purchase many, many items from the silent

auction (check out these items in the Par- -
ent Organizer). Participate in art activities like basket weaving,
cartoon drawing, sculpting, mosaic art, fingerprint drawings, 2
glass making, and a recycled box building project. Build a
community project for the courtyard with "Art Lab", the after 3.
school art program. Or make Poymer Pens with Museo Art
Academy & Gallery. A
Art Night is a free family experience. Donations are wel-
come and greatly appreciated. Money donated goes to pur- 5

chasing art supplies and supports the art program for all Mead
students. Don't forget to also bid on the many items available
at the silent auction table.

Contact Sue Hawkinson atBHawkin125@aol.com with any
questions. A

MAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Hello Everyohe

Lisa Richerson and | are looking for help on March 2
Art Night, in the following areas. Could you please |
me know if you would want to help us out? These al

super easy jobs and you would get to see everyong

Help at the auction table in the evening (watchir]
items and answering questions)

Help setting up the auction items on the tables
3:00 that afternoon (about 1/2 hour)

Collectingmoney at a table that evening (who
doesn't like collecting money??)

Making or selling popcorn (ok, this isn't as easy
but the kids would love you)

Donate cookies, brownies, rice krispie treats, et
for refreshment table

Please enail me at bhawkin125@aol.com if you are

available. Thanks, Sue Hawkingon

22 A
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Pajama Program

Delivering Warm Sleepwear & Nurturing Books
to Children In Need

WWW.pajamaprogram.org

Check out the link to see the .
. . this week.
interview on Oprah &

it will melt your heart!

Dondét forget

friends and family too!

The charity only

Pajama and Book Drive on March 3 -7

The Pajama Program provides warm pajamas and books to needy
children who may be waiting and hoping to be adopted. They are
youngsters who do not know the comforts of a parent to tuck them
into a cozy bed and read them a bedtime story. Many have been
abandoned; most are deprived of any love at all.

Margaret Mead is collecting NEW Pajamas andNEW books during
Dr. Seuss week to send to children (ages 0 to 17) at local shelters

to help give them a warmer and more loving environment when they
are at their most vulnerable. Collections bins will be in each class-
room March 3 -7. Please bring your donation at any time during

You are welcome to attach a note to the child who will receive your
PJs or book to make them feel really special!

to ask _
Please contact Georgie Coote at 868 -4992, Amanda Johnson at

868 - 3345 or Kandice Baisler at 836 -0304 with any questions.

accepts
This makes the kids feel extra special to receive brand new items!
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Smart Ways to help prevent iliness and keep students healthy

The Mead student population has been hit hard and fast by the recent strains of flu! Re-
member there are a number of practices that will reduce the chances of getting sick and
spreading germs to others. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
the single most important thing you can do to pre-
vent the spread of germs is to wash your hands
often .

Hand washing:  Germs are spread when a person
touches something that is contaminated with germs
and then touches his/her eyes, nose or mouth. The
CDC recommends vigorous scrubbing of the hands
with warm, soapy water for at least 20 seconds, then
rinsing with clear water and drying with a clean
towel. Here are some other important tips:

J Donét share eating utensil s, drinking gl as!
J Sharing items creates a potential of transmitting germs and becoming sick.
J Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue every time you cough or sneeze.

J Throw the used tissue into a waste basket.
cough into your sleeve. Afterwards wash your hands with soap and water.

J Stay home when you are sick.
J Don6t pass your germs to someone el se.
J Contact your doctor.

J If you think you have influenza, or another severe iliness, contact your health care

provider. o

Washington State Assessment of Student Learning i
WASL

This spring we will be administering the Washington State Assessment of Stu-
dent Learning (WASL) to students in grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 between April 14
and May 2. A more detailed schedule will come home for the students in-
volved in this assessment process. We appreciate your continued support in
making sure these students arrive at school on time each day well prepared to
take these important assessments. A




Meadds Lost & Found I tems Find raddbO MeE S

Several years ago a dear friend of mine starting traveling to Guatemala to help a village, named Cajixay, in the Ixil
Triangle of the Guatemalan highlands. Due to a lengthy civil war, the people live in extreme poverty and continue
struggle to recover from the devastation. After hearing much

about the area, seeing pictures of so many needy children and
wanting to help in a practical way, in October, | approached
Lillie Mano about the possibili
and foundé clothing for the | xi

In January, | took my first trip to Guatemala. | was over-
whelmed by the beautiful lush countryside, the colorful Mayan
culture, gratitude and beauty of the Mayan people. It was eye
opening to see how hard they work for their daily basic needs.
They live without electricity, plumbing, or clean water. The
women gather water for cooking and wash their clothes in the
river and cook over wood burning stoves without ventilation.
Only the very young children have time to play. It was common
to 6-7-year old boys carrying sizeable loads of firewood on their
backs and girls of the same age caring for babies and toddlers
while their mothers and fathers and older children work in the
cornfields.

Thanks to the generosity of the Margaret Mead PTSA, | was
able to personally deliver 40 Ibs of clothes to some Ixil families.
It was humbling to experience how thankful the people were for what we had to give them. At each home we visited,
we were offered their most precious gift in return, their hospitality, and that it my most prized souvenir.

Thanks Margaret Mead!

Sincerely,
Nathalie Fonte, Special Ed Teacher A

Used Book Fair - Collection starts in March

Start cleaning out those book shelves (& get ready for Pancakes)!

The used book fair is coming soon. The collection will start Monday, March 10
and continue until Friday, March 14. Remember, we collect all kinds of books:
adult fiction, non -fiction, children's books, DVD's, VHS, and video/computer
games.

Tell your friends, tell your neighbors! The sale begins Saturday, March 15 and
ends Tuesday, March 18 (closed Sunday). lin fact, have breakfast with us on
Saturday at our 2nd Annual Pancake Breakfast (810 am) before you shop!

Questions? Please contact Briana Johnson at (425) 8364832 or Joella Jarvi at
(425) 898-0464. A
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Aowards of [Distinction

ltds SAMMI Awards Time. Join your neighbors
give selflessly and inspire others to contribute to the quality of life in Sammamish. This
yeards ceremony will be held at Skyline High
come early to visit with friends and neighbors while viewing the SAMMI art contest and

the gift baskets being offered for raffle. C
ceremony will also feature performances by local talent including Dance Premier, and the
Cameron Hodges, Ben Dul ken, Dani el Bur ke Tri

| t s Never
The 2008 SAMMI Award Nominees are:

Too Late to
Arts
Register for Nancy Ziebart, Shelly Brack, Jim Henderson, Shelly Vollstedt
PACE' Business
o Jana Williams, Kathleen Collum, Deborah Sogge, Dellann Elliott,
Visit our PTSA Laurel and Skylar Zoppi, Jill Porter, Helen Glenn
website: Courage
www.meadptsa.com Bowlby Family, Rapada Family

Learning Promotion

William Monahan, Kristian Brekke, Marianne Richardson, Mike Harkins,
Don Braman, Lisa Sorenson

Teen Spirit

Zoya Hyder, Alex Wotherspoon, Lauren Hawkins, Christian McOmber,
Chauncey Trask, Mykelle Morrison

Trevor Price

Merrick Kruml, Lucas Thrun, Hannah Anderson,Leah Poor, Serena Ahuja,
Megan Nazarino

Unsung Hero
Cheryl Lewis Erin Earles, John Hardt, Lee and Todd Hoeke, Sara Nineteman
Youth Advoacte
Curtis Betlzer, Teresa Bretl, Todd Pladson, Brent Campbell, Kelly Morgan
Spirit of Sammamish

Kristin Pitt, Lori Horton, Laura Walker, Linda Hines A



SAC fat Work Again!

Student Advisory Council had their first campus clean

up. Over 20 kids from SAC and their friends worked
together at recess toWl ean
collectively picked up more than five large bags of

trash from around the playground.

SAC is sponsoring a wonderful fundraiser to raise

money for kids with leukemia called Pennies for Pa-
tients! Meadbds Student Advisory
ing money from March 107 21. Please bring in any

spare change that you and your family would be willing

to donate to this amazing society. Please read on for
more information.

PENNIES FOR PATIENTS
The Levkemia&
The mission of the Leukemia and Lym- Ao Secey.
phoma Society is to cure leukemia, ?e'l'\l'\‘e’&
or

lymphoma, Hodgkin's disease and f ;
myeloma, and to improve the quality ?Ot"e'“ts
of life of patients and their families.

Since 1993, millions of dollars have been raised in pen-
nies and other spare change by more than 10 million
pre-school, elementary, middle and high school stu-
dents throughout the country. Currently, more

than 712,000 Americans are living with leukemia, lym-
phoma and myeloma. This year alone, 110,960 people
will be diagnosed with one of the blood cancers; that's
one person every five minutes! Tragically, 55,100 indi-
viduals will die from these diseases this year. Among
children, leukemia remains the leading cause of death
from cancer. - Kelly Cameron, SAC Leade
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MEAD CALEN DAI?

March 3-7 PJ & Book Collection

March 4 Dr. Suess Day

March 4-7 Read Across America

March 6 Kindergarten Registration
March 7 Leap DayfiNo School

March 7 Skate King 110:30-12:30 am
March 8 Sammi Awards fi7:00 pm
March 10-21 Pennies for Patients Drive
March 10-14 Used Book Collection

March 13 Math Night 7: -00-8:00 pm
March 15 Pancake Breakfast 8 -10 am
March 15-18 Used Book Fair (closed Sun)
March 17 -18 Early Dismissal 11:30 am
March 27 Art Night 7:00 -8:30 pm
March 31 Spring Break begins

April 1-4 Spring Break
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