
Dear Mead Families... 

We hope your school year 
has gotten off to a great 
start!  It was fantastic to see 
so many of you at our 
Mead Stampede Walk a 
thon to kick off the year 
with a bang!  Thanks to 
your support we will be 
able to fund some wonder-
ful programs at Mead.  You 
can check out the budget 
on our website to see ex-
actly where the money goes.   

We want to extend a huge 
thank you to our Walk a 
thon Chair, Beth Knapick, 
and her committee for all 
of the time they put into 
planning this event, plus 
over 100 volunteers who 
worked to make the day a 
success! 

As you are all attending 
goal-setting conferences 
with your students this 
month, we want you to 
know that the PTSA Board 
has set 3 goals for the year:  

1. Support Learning for 
Every Student 

2. Create a Welcoming 
Environment 

3. Unity with Mead Staff  

The programs, events, and 
projects that we have 
planned will focus on sup-
porting these goals. 

If you have not had a 
chance to join PTSA yet, 
it’s not too late.  Our goal 
is 100% membership, so we 
need YOU to join! See 
page 4 for additional infor-
mation.  In addition to 
receiving a directory, your 
membership helps provide 
advocacy for education for 
our students.  Joining does 
not obligate you to do any-
thing more than that. 
Please join and show that 
you care and are invested in 
the welfare of our children. 
You are not required to 
volunteer – but we’d love it 
if you did! 

With so many things hap-
pening at Mead every 
month, make sure you stay 
informed via PTSA’s 

weekly email called Weekly 
Update, our newly updated  
quarterly PTSA newsletter 
Mead Messenger, the reader 
board in front of the 
school, the court yard bulle-
tin board, the PTSA web-
site at www.meadptsa.com, 
and even Facebook! 

Thank you for all of your 
support as we all work to-
gether to help our students 
learn and grow! 

 

Julie Olson and Renata King 

Mead PTSA Co-Presidents 
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Mead Stampede 
Recap  

 

Thank you for all 
the support of the Mead Stampede 
Walk-A-Thon!  Thanks to your gener-
ous contributions, the PTSA was able 
to raise over $26,000 (not including 
any matching funds)!   Our goal for the 
event was $25,000 so a HUGE thank 
you to everyone who contributed!   

Well over 1000 children and their fami-
lies enjoyed a wonderful, thankfully dry 
afternoon of walking together to help 
raise much needed funds for our 
school!  

The day started with the Eastlake 
Drumline warming up the walkers!   
Our three naming contest winners, 
Nathan Ford, Solana Hendersen and 
Andre Marineau started the walkers 
with their ―Start the Stampede‖ yell.   
The Dauz Brother’s Band with special 
guest Grace Camera were a huge hit 
and played some incredible music!   

The auction was bigger and better this 
year with an added adult raffle.  We 
were able to raise well over $6,000.   

Our 6th graders were able to raise well 
over $700 for their outdoor education 
selling their yummy desserts!   

Thank you to Mead’s own Joe and Bon-
nie Monahan of Class Act Catering for 
providing delicious meals for our fami-
lies and to Emerald City Smoothie for 
mixing up some cold drinks for our 
kids.  The parent volunteers of the 
Pack #551 Cub Scouts once again man-
aged our snack station and made sure 
all walkers stayed hydrated and well 
nourished!   

This event would not have been possi-
ble without the many volunteers who 
worked tirelessly to pull everything to-
gether and make it an unforgettable 
afternoon for the kids.    Not only did 
we have over 140 volunteers the day of 
the event there were a large number of 
committee members who worked for 
many months planning.  There are far 
too many to name here but believe it 
when I say every one of you were instru-
mental in making this event a success 
for our school!  

 I would like to say a special thank you 
to Angie Brown for your leadership of 
the Procurement Team.  Your team 
worked through the summer securing 
items, knocking on doors and making 
endless phone calls!  I would also like 
to thank Julie Shalaby, Julie Olson, 
Sue Lauer, Kim Briggs, DC Woodall, 
Carlene Camera, Becky Kleinknecht, 
Jenean Hatlelid, Becky Henchman, 
Mellissa Barry, Barb Evans and Tif-

fany Lamonte for your efforts in lead-
ing each of your committees! 

We also owe a huge thank you to all 
our event sponsors.  This year we were 
able to secure financial backing from 
several corporate sponsors which al-
lowed us to keep our expenses down 

below budget again this year!  Thank 
you Trevor Bean and Plateau Remodel 
for your incredible support!  Dr.  Nel-
son, Dr. Ogata, Abacus West, Swedish 
Hospital Issaquah and Children’s Hos-
pital all were able to provide financial 
support to the event. 

Our food drive was also a success! 
Thank you to the Eastside Fire and 
Rescue for jump starting that effort and 
for attending our event.  Thanks too to 
Office Chapin. He is always a welcome 
presence to have on campus.  

 - Beth Knapick—Chair 
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2011 Walk-a-thon Raises $26,000! 

Mead Messenger 

Please remember if your company does 

matching funds you have to complete your 

company form and turn it in to us.  So far we 

still have 72 families who have not completed 

their matching paperwork for a total of an 

additional $4,500!  Please get those forms in 

so we can add to the list of services and items 

we can purchase for the school. 
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Library Resources from LWSD 

LWSD provides in con-
junction with the State 
of Washington these 
awesome resources free 
to LWSD students, par-
ents, and staff. 

Try them out!  Print out 
this page and cut these 
three BOOKMARKS 
out for easy reference 
and use! 

 

 

Mead Parents, 

You can also check out books from the Mead Library!  Just stop by the library to sign up and you’re all set.  I don’t put a 
limit as to how many books you can check out.  Books are always due in 2 weeks. 

If you need them longer, just bring them in and we’ll renew them. ■ 

- Carol Becker, Mead Librarian 

Library Check Out 



11 Birthdays by Wendy Mass 
 

Also Known as Harper by Ann Hayward Leal 
 

Alvin Ho: allergic to camping, hiking and other natural disasters by Lenore Look 
 

Dying to Meet You by Kate Klise 
 

Flight of the Phoenix by RL LaFevers 
 

The Gollywhopper Games by Jody Feldman 
 

Happenstance Found by PW Catanese 
 

Long Shot by Mike Pulica 
 

NERDS: National Espionage Rescue & Defense Society by Michael Buckley 
 

Scat by Carl Hiaasen 
 

Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by Grace Lin 
 

Wild River by PJ Petersen 
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2011-2012 Battle of the Books 

Mead Messenger 

Hi!  I’m Carol Becker, Mead librarian.  This is an optional program offered by some LWSD librarians to intermediate 
students (4th,5th, and 6th), to promote reading literature. 

Students form teams of up to 4 members (no less than 2) and begin reading books from the list of 12 titles that was given 
to them in library class. You can also access the list on our Mead website on the library page and on Mead Messenger. 

Students who choose to be on a team for the Battle of the Books read the books on their own time. 

Battle of the Books is not a library class. 

Margaret Mead Library provided funds for some of the books for each title for checkout to the Battle members.  You can 
also check out books from the Sammamish Library.  You can also purchase the books from bookstores and several of the 
books are in paperback.  Our Scholastic Book Fair to be held the week of October 18th will have books from Battle of the 
Books. 

Teams assign their own members to which books on the list to read.  No one student on a team has to read all 12, unless 
they would like to take that challenge. 

Teams will compete at Mead during the week of January 10th. 

Questions that require titles as answers will be asked of the teams as they compete against each other here at Mead. 

This is not a spectator event.  Only the 2 teams who battle at each scheduled time are at the Battle.  We want to provide 
quiet and no interruptions for the students.  I will be asking the questions. 

The list of titles is not allowed during the Battle.  Students need to know the titles well. 

One team will emerge from Mead as the winner after all the battles at Mead. 

The winning Mead team will compete online with all the rest of the top teams from other LWSD schools in February, 
tentatively the week before mid-winter break.  GOOD LUCK TO ALL OUR TEAMS! 



Staff Appreciation has been an impor-
tant part of PTSA activities for more 
than 10 years. Previously, the staff ap-
preciation committee provided lunch 
once a month to the staff.  

However, this year, in an effort to make 
the committee less burdensome on the 
small group of parents working to-
gether, the board has agreed to test a 
new format for Staff Appreciation. 
Now the committee is offering a week 
of treats three times a year: the first 
week of school, conferences in February 
and staff appreciation week in May. For 
the first week of school the committee 

provided "Daisies for your desk," a 
breakfast bar of fruit, toast and jams, 
energy bars and drinks and cookies for 
everyone.  

The committee's chair, Leta Hamilton, 
welcomes your ideas for February and 
May. If you would like to help out by 
volunteering to bring items or assist 
with set up and/or clean up, please 
email Leta at letahamil-
ton3834@comcast.net.  

By spreading out the staff appreciation 
team's time commitment to just three 
times this year, it is our intention to 

provide some creative goodies for the 
staff that they will remember in years to 
come.  

Brainstorming sessions can take place 
via email, Leta will put together a list of 
suggestions and present them to the 
board. Thanks in advance to everyone 
who will contribute to making three 
memorable weeks for Mead staff this 
year.  ■ 

Fall enrollment is now closed for our enrichment 
classes.  We will send out forms in December for our 
winter session beginning in February.  Look forward to 
more classes in February including a kindergarten and 
first grade sports sampler and a craft class. 

For more information or questions regarding the en-
richment program at Mead, please contact Heidi Lewis 
or Megan Andrews.  ■ 
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Staff Appreciation’s New Format 

Enrichment at Mead 

Mead Messenger 

If you have joined then THANK YOU!  
Your contribution is going to a great 
cause—your child’s education! 

Please direct any questions or com-
ments to our Membership Chair, 
Lorraine Nelson.  She can be contacted 
via email at: 
wadelorrainezachary@hotmail.com ■ 

PTSA Membership—We need 50% more of You! 
PTSA membership is at a low 350 
members.  At only at 50% membership 
at Mead, we cannot fulfill all our won-
derful programs that we come to expect 
our students to enjoy.  Our goal is 
100% which is 700 members.  

If you haven’t joined our family, please 
check your child’s backpack. We just 
sent out a paper application last week. 
Help us get to 100% membership. 

Hearing & 
Vision 
Screening   
 

October 10 is Mead’s all school Hearing 
and Vision Screening Day.  If your child 
wears glasses, please make sure they bring 
them to school.   ■ 

 

mailto:letahamilton3834@comcast.net
mailto:letahamilton3834@comcast.net
mailto:heidimaren@yahoo.com
mailto:megandrews@comcast.net
mailto:wadelorrainezachary@hotmail.com


Mead Messenger 

The Health Room needs volunteers to apply band aids and/or ice packs to bumps 
and bruises.  

If you can volunteer during any of the following times please contact Michelle 
Breecher at breecher2000@yahoo.com 
 
              Monday,  Tuesday, Thursday or Friday, from 10-12 or 12-2:15 pm  

Wednesday from 11-1:15  pm 

 

Thank you for your consideration!  ■ 

PTSA Finance Department 

Health Room Needs TLC 
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International Night is Happening Again! 
This fun event will take place on February 9, 2012 but it's never too early to start plan-
ning.  

Would you like to help plan and organize this special night, and bring new ideas?  

Are you interested in sharing your knowledge of or experiences with one particular cul-
ture? 

We'll have a planning meeting on October 20th. Please contact Agustina Eiff  
 antigonabaires@hotmail.com ■ 

Please direct all financial questions to our Treasurer, Haven Scholz, at hescholz@comcast.net  ■ 

 

mailto:antigonabaires@hotmail.com
mailto:hescholz@comcast.net
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Reflections 2011 
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Happy Tummies for East Africa 
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One night at the dinner table my family and I read an article about the droughts in East 
Africa and the extensive threat this is for the people, their livestock and crops. We learned 
that more than 13 million people are walking miles and miles under the sun in search for 
food and water and that thousands have already died especially the children. This has been 
one of the worst droughts in 60 years! Right at that moment lots of questions arise from my 
siblings and myself, things like why some people enjoy life because they have so many com-
modities while others struggle just to survive one more day. And right at that moment, eve-
rything began to make sense to us.  Some people have more to share  so they can learn how 
to help and share what we have with the ones who have none. Here in Washington we get 

so much water and you hear people complain EVERYDAY about the rain, when there are people on the other side of the 
earth, who aren’t getting any rain at all. Since we cannot bring 
our clouds to them, then we thought we could help from here. 

This has motivated my family and I to start a project called 
"Happy Tummies for East Africa" and our goal is to raise money 
through a set of fundraisers to help the victims of this terrible 
catastrophe. To make this project work we thought to start 
within our community at the places where we belong: Our 
Church, our schools and our town. On August 28th we had our 
first grand Bake Sale at Mary, Queen of Peace. The social hall 
was decorated with flags of the three countries 
(Somalia, Ethiopia, and Kenya.)  It was a great event and we had 
a lot of volunteers, mostly youth!   In October we are asking all 
children to trick or treat for coins. They can ask their friends, 
family and neighbors for spare change and bring it to Safe Way 
and QFC in Sammamish and dump it in our collection boxes.  

Thanks for giving the opportunity to a child in East Africa to 
live, grow and play—just like us. 

Sincerely,   
Mariana Cuevas (former 6th grader at Margaret Mead) 

 

 

 

WANT MORE INFORMATON? 

This is our Website where people can donate. All funds will go 
to the United Nations World Food Program (WFP) 

http://www.randomkid.org/projects/HappyTummies 

 
View Mariana's video calling all youth in America: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1JuH_mUzug 
 

Visit our Facebook page: 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Happy-Tummies-for-East-
Africa/129045357195189?sk=wall 

 

Trick or treat for COINS and 
save lives in East Africa!  

 

Here’s a great way to have fun at Halloween 

AND Make a  Difference  —  Join the Happy 

Tummies for East Africa coin drive. 

 

On October 31, from 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm bring 

the money you collect during your Trick & 

Treating to our donation boxes at Safeway or 

QFC in Sammamish. All funds we collect will 

go to the United Nations  World Food Program 

(WFP)  the world’s largest humanitarian agency 

fighting hunger worldwide.  http://www.wfp.org/ 

 

Ask your family & friends for spare change to 

help the victims of East Africa's famine.  

 

Let’s all give a child in East Africa the opportu-

nity to live, laugh, and play! 

1 dollar feeds 4 children a meal! 

  

 

 

http://www.randomkid.org/projects/HappyTummies
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DJ1JuH_mUzug&h=SAQDCwOgdAQD0RYTANU4gxmrSw0lKpLBjdvYC6aIXDOW3eg
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Happy-Tummies-for-East-Africa/129045357195189?sk=wall
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Happy-Tummies-for-East-Africa/129045357195189?sk=wall
http://www.wfp.org/
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Contact Us—really...we want to hear from you! 
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2011-2012 PTSA BOARD 
 

Julie Olson  Co-President  425-868-5932 julieolson123@msn.com 

Renata King  Co-President  425-836-3965 queen.rennie@frontier.com 

Sara Cupp  Co-VP Communication 425-968-8538 saracupp@gmail.com 

Becky Henchman Co-VP Communication 425-868-3372 bhenchman@comcast.net 

Debbie Bredeweg Co-VP Ways & Means 425-836-0214 dbredeweg@yahoo.com 

Angie Brown  Co-VP Ways & Means 425-836-9027 angiekeelerbrown@comcast.net 

Megan Andrews  Co-VP Enrichment 425-301-1414 megandrews@comcast.net 

Heidi Lewis  Co-VP Enrichment 425-898-9883 heidimaren@yahoo.com 

Sue Byron  Secretary  425-836-3090 suebyron@frontier.com 

Haven Scholz  Treasurer  425-868-5878 hescholz@comcast.net 

Bobbie Conti  Legislative Rep  425-766-3718 meadpo@hotmail.com 

Lorraine Nelson  Membership Chair 425-836-5253 wadelorrainezachary@hotmail.com 

Margaret Rogan  Special Needs Liaison 425-898-7473 merogan@yahoo.com 

Beth Knapick  Auditor   425-898-9513 beth@knapick.net 

Carlene Camera  Newsletter Editor 425-836-0843 carlenecamera@comcast.net 

Erin Skolfield  Co-Volunteers  425-269-9493 skolfield@comcast.net 

Kami Smith  Co-Volunteers  425-242-1204 Kami.smith@gmail.comPTSA  

 

Please feel free to contact any of these board members with questions, thoughts or concerns.  

We are here to be your voice and to support the students and staff of Margaret Mead. 

Popcorn This Wednesday 
 
Don’t forget to send your student to school with some change!  
Popcorn Day is Wednesday, October 19!  

.50 cents gets you a yummy bag of  fresh popped popcorn sold 
at lunch time. 

Our next Popcorn Wednesday will be December 14. ■ 
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New Communications Helps You Be In The Know 

Mead Messenger 

Hello Mead Parents:   

 

Communication is key to being a supportive parent at Margaret Mead Ele-
mentary. The PTSA facilitates a weekly update sent to you via your 
email.  It’s called aptly enough Weekly Update (formally Mustang Min-
utes).  This is a great way for you to keep abreast of all happenings at Mead. 
If you do not receive this weekly email, visit our website to sign up now.  

  

Our second means of communication is the PTSA quarterly newsletter 
called Mead Messenger.  This more detailed source is chock full of events, 
information, photos, volunteer opportunities, PTSA business and much 
much more. Both communication vehicles are sent via email directly to 
you.   

 

You will also found a wealth of information like past newsletters, financial 
information, Teacher’s Favorite Things, legislative info, and more by visit-
ing our newly vamped PTSA website at www.meadptsa.com. 

 

Visit Mead’s school website at: www.lwsd.org/school/mead 

 

From the Desk of Principal Sandy Klein:  Mrs. Klein will be sending every 
Mead parent via email her monthly update. 

 

Feel free to contact our Communications Team, Sara Cupp or Becky 
Henchman with any questions or concerns. ■ 

 

5 Ways to be that 

 In-The-Know Mead Parent 
 

1. PTSA Weekly Update 

2. Principal Klein’s Monthly Update  

3. PTSA Quarterly Newsletter— 

Mead Messenger 

4. PTSA Website: www.meadptsa.com 

5. Mead Elementary Website: 

www.lwsd.org/school/mead  

Welcome to the first edition 
of Mead Messenger for the 
2011-2012 school year.  This 
newsletter and subsequent 
editions will be packed full of 
great information to help 
keep you up to speed with 
your student and what’s hap-
pening at Margaret Mead 
Elementary!   

In an effort to maximize all 
the important information 
that comes your way, we have 
decided to publish this news-
letter quarterly.  That means 
you will only receive this four 
times a year (October, Janu-
ary, March and June).  

But don’t worry, you will 
continue to receive our 
Weekly Updates that high-
lights the current programs 
and information you need to 
know about.  

Should you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please con-
tact me.   

Thanks for reading! 

-  Carlene Camera 
carlenecamera@comcast.net  

Editor’s Note 

http://www.meadptsa.com/
http://www.lwsd.org/school/mead
mailto:saracupp@gmail.com
mailto:bhenchman@comcast.net
mailto:bhenchman@comcast.net
http://www.meadptsa.com/
http://www.lwsd.org/school/mead
mailto:carlenecamera@comcast.net
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MEAD CALENDAR 
October 7 NO SCHOOL—Leap Day 

October 7 Skate King10:30 to 12:30 

October 10 Health Screening 

October 13 PTSA Board Meeting 7 pm Mead Library 

October 19 Popcorn Day 

 

November 3, 4 Picture Day 

November 10 PTSA Board Meeting 7 pm Mead Library 

November 11 NO SCHOOL—Veteran’s Day 

November 23 Half  Day—Thanksgiving Break 

November 24-25 Thanksgiving Break 

 

December 1 Talent Show, 7 pm  

December 1 Picture Retakes 

December 8 PTSA Board Meeting 7 pm Mead Library 

December 14 Popcorn Day 

December 19-31 NO SCHOOL—Winter Break 

 

January 3 School Resumes 

January 12 PTSA Board Meeting 7 pm Mead Library 

January 16 NO SCHOOL—Martin Luther King Day 

January 17-20 Box Tops Contest 

January 31 PTSA Staff Appreciation Support Week 

January 31 Half Day—Conferences 

IEP Parent Support Group 

The Mead IEP Parent Support Group will be meeting on Oct. 26th and Nov. 
30th. All meetings are on Wed. from 7pm-9pm at Fire Station 82 in Sammamish. 
If you are interested in participating in this group please contact: Sue Byron at 

suebyron@frontier.com or 425/836-3090. ■ 

Picture Day at 
Mead is Coming 

 

Picture Day is 
set for Novem-
ber 3 and No-
vember 4.   

All photos will 
be taken for 
classes, individu-
als and activity 
groups. ■ 

 

Thank you to  Mrs. Becker, Michelle 
Breecher & Nina Smith plus their wonder-
ful team of volunteers for a successful 2011 
Scholastic Book Fair! 

We love to Read at Mead!  ■ 

 

mailto:suebyron@frontier.com

