Margaret Mead PTSA

BOD Meeting Minutes

January 12, 2011

Julie Olson in the Mead library called the meeting to order at 7:06PM.  All members were notified of the meeting and a quorum was present.  The sign in sheet is attached.  The December board meeting minutes were approved.

Welcome & Announcement
-  We received the Bronze & Silver level awards for Membership by the Washington State PTA.  
-PTSA donated to Henry a leaf blower and carpet cleaner.  He was very thankful!  We also gave him a $250.00 stipend. 

Committee Reports
Treasurer: Ed 

Ed passed out the treasurer report.  See attached.  

PTSA Financial health remains excellent.  

We are keeping the “meadrocktober.com” domain name for now.  We will relook at it in May to see if the name will remain the same. 

$30K was moved to a new savings account to increase interest income.  

In December, two separate $500.00 donations were received for Student Financial Aid.  

Proposed budget changes: 

-Increase donations income and expense items by $1000.00 (from December donations). 

-Add 6th grade camp fundraising income and expense items.

-Remove Cookie Dough income and expense items.  

Beth Knapick mad the following motion:

Motion 1: I move that we increase donations income and expense line items by $1000.00.  The motion was seconded, there was no discussion, and it was carried unanimously with no abstentions.  

Beth Knapick made the following motion:

Motion #2: I move that we add 6th grade fundraising income and expense items and remove cookie dough income and expense items from the budget.  The motion was seconded, there was no discussion, and it was carried unanimously with no abstentions.  

Account Balance at end of November: $62,367.32 & end of December: $60,961.50

Secretary: Sue 

A Nominating Committee notebook has been started.  The nominees have been notified of the training dates.  They will be voted on at the General Membership meeting on January 19, 2011.  

Please contact the nominating committee if you have any recommendations.  

International Night: Agustina 

International night will be held on February 10th, from 6:30 -8:00PM in gym.  The idea is to celebrate diversity in our community.  Agustina vision for the event is to help put us in the place of immigrants.    Someone is needed to lead the American booth.  There are currently 18 nationalities.  India, China & Russia will have performances.  There will be a celebration of a Chinese New Year and a collective art project.  She would like to have a world map and leave everyone’s handprint on it.  A craft project, making flags, will be available.  International Night will happen every other year in exchange with Science Night.   There is a hotmail account for use now and in the future.  

Ways & Means: Debbie & Angie

Box top contest: Angie – Jana Lovell is in charge of the box top contest.  Advertisement will happen through announcements and in the Mead messenger.  A half sheet handout will be sent home with the kids.  

Claim Jumper night TBA, possibly in March.  

Membership: Lorraine & Melissa

The current membership count is 541 members.  There 674 children at Mead.  We received a silver award for being 5% above the last year’s membership by October 25th, 2010.  We also received a bronze level for enrolling 50% of the previous year’s membership by Sept. 30, 2010.  

Enrichment: Barb & Sara

Enrichment is going well.  Going green is not affecting enrollment too much.  Knitting was added.  On March 28th there will be a Red Cross babysitting training at a cost of $60.00 and is for 11 year olds and above.  Winter schedule will offer French, Piano, Jump Roping, Karate, Advance Chess, I-9 Basketball (K-2), Art Class, Chess Club, i-9 Basketball (3-6), Young Players Drama Class, Pacific Science Center Oohs & Ahs, Eastside Bricks 4 kids, and Babysitter training.  

There is a concern with not getting enough notice to the after school classes when school is cancelled.  There was an issue with parents being notified to pick up student.  Barb had to call all the parents herself with the last snow closure.  Emergency plans should be discussed for future incidences.  Sandy will contact the district.   

It was discussed giving scholarships for enrichment classes.  

Beth Knapick made the following motion:

Motion #3: I move that we add (a) line item for after school enrichment scholarships under the after school enrichment line item in the budget.  The motion was seconded, there was no discussion, and it was carried unanimously with no abstentions.  

Communications: Renata

Not Present

Newsletter: Carlene

Carlene informed us that the district is allowing us to us the school messenger (internal e-mail messenger).  She is using it to send the Mead Messenger.  

The next newsletter will be in March. 

Volunteers: Erin

Not Present

Auditor: Beth

The mid-year audit will happen at the end of January/beginning of February and be reported at the next board meeting.   Sue McComas & Barb Evans will help.  

Teacher Representative: Louise, Nici, Lynne, Kym

Not Present – Kym is out with jury duty. 

Principal: Sandy

The staff is very busy with report cards, student lead conferences and assessments this month.  

There will be a February 9th emergency preparedness drill.  On February 4th the district PTSA is doing an emergency prep class.  

Legislative: Bobbie (not present)

Levy 

Special Needs: Margaret & Diana

Julie S. – There is a meeting regarding helping kids with behavioral challenges on January 25th. 

An Autism series will be showing at the district and will continue through December.  

Community Liaison: Kandice

Residents can access information about area crime by going to www.crimereports.com - this has online crime reports as well as updated information on registered sex offenders in Sammamish.

The Internet Safety Class is scheduled for next week at City Hall - Saturday, January 22nd from 5:30-8:30 p.m.

Thank you for a very successful toy drive - Sammamish filled a container that was located in the back of City Hall!

Check out Eastlake's website for information on upcoming Parent Nights for sophomores and juniors - this is in preparation for student class registration for next year.

The Community Gardens Project at Beaver Lake Park got off to a great start - scheduled to open in 2012 - Mark you calendars for 4/30 - Earth Day at Beaver Lake Park.
Will be looking for volunteers to do trail work in the Evans Creek area - budgets will not cover the work.

Rotary is working on finalizing and updating their scholarship guidelines - fewer scholarships, but greater dollars to be given out.

SAMMI Awards are scheduled for Friday, March 18th at Eastridge Church.  We are looking for volunteers to help with load in and load out as well as ushers.

Kathy Anderson is checking to see if the SAMMI's might count towards the Arts Alive projects at Inglewood Jr. High.

IJH will present "Guitar Licks and Determined Chicks" at Eastlake HS Theater on Friday and Saturday 1/14 & 1/15 at 7p.m. - an 80's musical - cost is $5 for students; $8 for adults.

IJH Valentine's Dance is scheduled for 2/11/11.
1/13 - Rally at Eastlake HS at 5:30 p.m. to support passage of the Levy Measure on February 8th.  The high schools will be forced to move to split schedules if this Levy does not pass.  Both Eastlake and Redmond HS will move to a 9-12 grade format regardless...if there is a split schedule 1/2 of student body will attend classes early morning to early afternoon, and the other 1/2 will attend mid afternoon to early evening.....

Check out the Boys & Girls website for plans on the new Teen/Community Center.
Be sure to sign up at www.sammamishpatch.com for the latest news on community events - post your announcements there as well....spread the word!

PTSA Events & Discussions:
-Founders Day Luncheon (celebrating the anniversary of the National Congress of Parents and Teachers) is on Friday, February 11th, 2011 from 11:00-1:30PM.  

- General Membership Meeting is next Wednesday, January 19th, at 6:30PM in the Mead library.  We are voting on nominating committee, budget changes, and stipends.  Also, Sandy will be doing a presentation about the Levy.  Two musical reflections contestants will be performing.  

- Accelerated Math scanners are not working in some classes.  Four more scanners are needed at a cost of $700.00 each.  Sandy will look into web based AM to replace current system.   

-During a couple of lock down drills it was discovered that there are shades on all the exterior windows, but not the interior windows.  There is a concern the students would be exposed.  Sandy will look into whether we need to go through the district to add more shades.  

-Kindergarten round-up is on February 3rd.  There may not be 3- All Day Kindergarten classes, like this year.  It will depend on enrollment and state funding.  

-Two students from Mead are going to the state level for Reflections.

-Staff Appreciation – there is a plan for each month and the teachers are informed of upcoming events.

-The Giving Tree provided gifts and meals for 12 families.  

Council Meeting report: Julie S.

Levy update from Chip Kimball:

The levy is about overcrowding in the district.  If it passes, Eastlake and Redmond high schools will be added onto and a choice school (STEM) will be added.  There is an expected increase of 450 students, per year for the next five years.  There is an increase of 800 more high school students next year than classrooms.  The levy would fund permanent solutions.  We only need a majority vote for it to pass.  If it does not pass, the high school will have to go to a double shift or busing kids to different schools.   It will increase property taxes to $13.00 per month for the average home for 6 years.  

Melissa Barry made the following motion:

Motion #4:   I move that we endorse the capital projects levy.  .  The motion was seconded, there was no discussion, and it was carried unanimously with no abstentions.  

Mead PTA needs 30 callers, to inform people to vote, to make 50 calls each. Contact Bobbie if you are willing to call.  Rally at Eastlake H.S. on 1/13/11 at 5:30.  

Focus Day – Bobbie is going on February (Presidents Day).  Buses are provided and students can attend.  Let Bobbie know a name and cell phone number by February 15th.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05PM.

Submitted by: 

Sue McComas - Secretary
